Immaculate Conception Parish
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH
ST. MARY’S ACADEMY
ST. MARY’S CEMETERY

Pastor: Fr. Tom Zelker
tomzelker@gmail.com
Immaculate Conception Mass Schedule
Saturday, 4 PM & Sunday, 9 AM
Reconciliation, Saturday at 3 PM

Bishop of Albany Diocese
Edward Scharfenberger
Bishop Emeritus: Howard Hubbard
Our Parish Office & Mailing Address
67 Main Street
Hoosick Falls, NY 12090
Phone 518-686-5064
E-Mail: immconcept@roadrunner.com
Office Hours: Monday—Friday 10 AM to 4 PM
Website: www. immaculateconceptionhf.org

Trustees: Elizabeth Ferrannini & Ed Gorman
Finance Council: Krissy Fauler
Pastoral Council Members
Virginia Cuddihy,
Linda Bennett, Mike Brewster,
Jerry D’Acchille, Rick Ferrannini,
Karen Kaufman, JoAnn Shea and the two Trustees
Music Ministry: Richard Cherry
Worship & Environment: Marie Slattery

WE PRAY CHRISTMAS

The enthusiasm and wondrous joy of Christmas is celebrated in our Church with great revelry, faith, and beauty.
Flowers, lights, greenery, and banners decorate our worship space. The Nativity scene catches our eye and leads
us to The Table of the Lord, the new manger, where we feast at the banquet of God’s Love.
At Mass we echo the song of the angels with “Glory to God in the highest.” Our response to the Hebrew Scriptures is the canticle from Luke’s Gospel, “Today our Savior is born, this is the day Christ, our Savior is born” coupled with Psalm 96 that sings all of Creation shouts with joy for we are all of God. God’s Spirit renews all of Creation! Our Gospel acclamation is an uplifting “Alleluia.”
We gather around the Lord’s Table for these days of Christmas as we are caught up in the Love of our God whom
we cannot see, yet now is born among and within us. In faith we sing our mystery, “Save us Savior of the world,
for by your Cross and Resurrection you have set us free.” After eating and drinking of Christ we are sent forth in
a rebirth of faith in God, in ourselves, and for the world!

The Holy Family

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday, December 26
4 PM Mass
“Peace In Our World”
Sunday, December 27
9AM Mass
Hilleve Holbrook

december 27, 2015
Please bring soups and instant potatoes
to our donation box in church.
There is always a need of old bags to be reused.
Food Pantry Volunteers …
We are looking for volunteers at the Food Pantry to help.
If you are interested, please call Dianne Hosterman at 686-5310.
CHRISTMAS BLESSINGS

Thanks to all who made our Christmas liturgies so faithfilled and joyous. Working together makes are
church and makes a difference for everyone. And so our gratitude goes out to: our cleaners and decorators; musicians and singers; altar servers, readers, ushers and greeters; Ministers of Communion; bell
ringers; and money counters. Throughout the year, you are here….day in and day out! Thanks always.
CHRISTMAS BASKETS

Gary Page

This year we served 206 families. Our church hall was filled with food and presents. Through HACA, our
neighboring churches donated mittens and food. Mater Christi parish in Albany shared sweatshirts, hats,
and coats. Christmas in Hoosick is better because of you. Remember, “whatsoever you do…. .”

Monday, December 28

FAMILIES FROM ALL WALKS OF LIFE

12 PM Mass

Love is the heart, the soul, the all of Jesus’ life and ministry. Fill us with that same Spirit O God, as we
strive to embrace and live Jesus’ message in every part of our lives. In God, all people matter! All families
matter! Help our Church to welcome, embrace, nurture, and support all kinds of families. May each person, every family find welcome and encouragement here. The miracle is that God takes our many strands,
our many colors, our many ways of loving...and weaves them all together into a single community of comfort and light. Strengthen our bonds as we grow in respect for each other and for our differences. May
we become home for each other. Let us really be your Holy Family. Amen.

Anita & Sara Andrews

John & Jennie Zelker
“For the Well Being of
Children Everywhere”
Wednesday, December 30
NO MASS at St. Patrick’s

STONE SOUP GROUP

Thursday, December 31

As the weather cools, please remember our neighbors in need of a hot meal. Once again, we are facilitating our Stone Soup Group. All you have to do is make 10 cups (we provide the containers) of any soup
and get them to the Food Pantry at 10:00 AM on Mondays and Fridays or 6:30 PM on Wednesdays. We
can even get the soup to the pantry if you cannot. Please contact our office to sign up for a time slot.

St. Patrick’s, Cambridge
5 PM Holy Day Mass

Friday, January 1
Immaculate Conception Church
9 AM Holy Day Mass
“ Peace in Our World”
Saturday, January 2
4 PM Mass
Peggy Pine
Sunday, January 3
9AM Mass
“For Jews, Muslims, Christians, and All
People of Faith”

No longer at the Manger, we gather at The Lord’s Table to give thanks and praise
and be nourished by Christ

ST. MARY’S ACADEMY NOTES
4 PARSONS AVENUE, HOOSICK FALLS, NY
PHONE: (518) 686-4314, FAX: (518) 686-5957
Ms. Susan Bulmer, Principal
Mrs. Mary Beth Smith, Secretary
St. Mary's Academy is the parish school of the Immaculate Conception Faith Community. Founded in 1891, St. Mary's Academy
provides education for students beginning in Pre-Kindergarten and continuing through Grade 8.

O Come All Ye Faithful

The Jubilee Year of Mercy
On April 11, 2015, Pope Francis announced “an extraordinary jubilee, a Holy Year of Mercy that is to have God’s mercy at its center” (Miserecordiae Vultus).
He wants us to live this Holy Year in the light of Jesus’ words: “Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful” (Luke 6:36). Thus Merciful like the Father is the
motto of this Holy Year. Our task is to contemplate, imitate and adopt God’s mercy as our lifestyle.
The Holy Year will begin December 8, 2015 on the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, which recalls God’s merciful actions from the very beginning of
mankind’s history to draw us all back into the right relationship with God and others that was lost because of sin. When faced with the gravity of sin, God responds with the fullness of mercy, which will always be greater than any sin, and no one can place limits on the love of God who is ever ready to forgive.
Jesus Reveals God’s Mercy
Jesus is the face of the Father’s mercy and reveals God as a Father who never gives up until he has forgiven the wrong and overcome rejection with compassion and mercy. Jesus affirms that mercy is not only God’s action, but as God’s children we are called to show mercy because mercy has first been shown to us.
Pardoning offences becomes the clearest expression of merciful love, and for us Christians it is an imperative from which we cannot excuse ourselves. In mercy, we find proof of how God loves us. God gives his entire self, always, freely, asking nothing in return.
A Year of Grace
Pope Francis desires that this Jubilee Year “will be steeped in mercy, an extraordinary time of grace, so that we can go out to every man and woman, bringing
the goodness and tenderness of God! May the balm of mercy reach everyone, both believers and those far away, as a sign that the kingdom of God is already
present in our midst!”
What is A Jubilee Year?
The Jubilee Year (from the Hebrew word yobel, meaning horn, which was blown to proclaim the year’s beginning) is an ancient Jewish tradition (see Leviticus
25:8-17, 29-31) of pardon and reconciliation celebrated every 50 years (after a “Sabbath of Sabbaths,” 7 x 7 years) when the community imitated God’s mercy
and forgiveness by forgiving debts and by each family returning to its own land and not cultivating it during that year. This jubilee tradition was first adapted
for Catholics in 1300 by Pope Boniface VIII as a universal “year of forgiveness of all sins.” Since that time the “ordinary” jubilee years have usually been at 50 or
25 year intervals (the last was in 2000). Other “extraordinary” jubilee years like this year’s have been declared for various special reasons. Jubilee years are
characterized especially by prayer, good works, pilgrimages to sacred sites (especially Rome).
Our Church Doors
Our church doors have been designated by our Diocese as a “Holy Threshold” for this Year of Mercy. Each one of us is on a pilgrim journey through this adventure of life. Imagine that each time we enter through these doors, which we normally do so matter of factly, we would remember that we are together on a
sacred journey. Each step we take is an entrance into the Divine. Each bounding stride, every arduous step with a walker, each push in a wheel chair, every
hand held helping up the steps becomes a blessing not only for ourselves, but, for every person seeking the Holy, in need of Healing, and searching for Love.
The Door of God’s Home is eternally open for all people. This Home is always open for us; this Home is here for us. As we come in we are blest by God and
each other. As we leave, we are sent by God and in the name of our faith filled people to be an encounter, a threshold, the sacrament of Christ for the whole
world on his pilgrim journey. Your life is truly the Door to the Sacred. Please keep the Light, on ...always...You in Christ are hope for the world. Celebrate the
Jubilee Year of Mercy with a free app from our Sunday Visitor. “365 Days to Mercy is designed to accompany you on your journey this whole year. The app
includes daily reflections on the Bible. Pope Francis’ tweets, and mercy prayers. Go to your app store and search “365 Days to Mercy” and install it; go to
www.OSV.com/YOMto learn more.

The next class will be January 10, 2016. All
regular classes meet at St. Mary’s Academy
on Sunday mornings from 10:15 - 11:30 AM.
Confirmation Classes grades 10-11 will be
meeting in the St. Joseph’s Room church hall.
Please pick up a complete list of dates on the back table. If you have
any questions please contact Deb Kapron Grades K-6 @205-5014 or
Deb Mahar Grades 7-12 @ 686-1692.

A CHRISTMAS CARD PSALM
O You who showered sacred stars
On the tiny town of Bethlehem,
I thank you for guiding artist’s brushes
to create cards of beauty,
bursting with blessings
and filled with love and greetings from friends.
I lift up my heart in gratitude
for these beautiful yearly bridges
that bind us together in love,
we who are often too busy
for keeping up with friendship’s needs.
My cards of Christmas past are now precious relics,
and like the bones of saints
they hold great power,
and so I hate to discard them or leave them in a pile.
Opened Christmas cards
hum to me the hymn of love
and teach me the sacrament of correspondence.
Tie about the finger of my mind, Beloved One,
a reminder that without reminders
friendship fades from the failure
to express words of love and appreciation
to one another.
May these days of Christmas
inspire me to celebrate
the un-holidays of the year,
the feasts of no-occasions,
with love notes to friends who are far away.
Sacred season of the days of Christmas,
gift me with the magic power to stop the clock,
so as to keep God alive within the world.
For if God is love, then God may be found
in the mystery of love exchanged.
May I be a holy messenger of that mystery.

The Church’s One Foundation is Jesus Christ our Lord
After prayerfully discerning the people nominated and relying on the
help of God, our Pastoral Council has asked Christian Bradley, Mike
Sanders, Margaret Restino, Dave Stagnitti and Bob Kapron to be on
our Steering Committee regarding our church. We thank them so much
for their service.
These people, our parishioners, are given the mission (empowered)
to:
 Build consensus among our people regarding our Catholic community’s future.
 How can we best gather as a worshipping faith
community?
 With open minds and hearts, all information will be shared with
our people; pros and cons of ideas will be discussed honestly.
 How do we become church even more… inspiring,
enhancing, upbuilding the important aspects of our
faith...service to God’s People, celebrating the
sacraments in life giving and engaging prayer, and
being a sign of hope for our area.
 Can we realistically embrace our future with our
foundation secure in Christ? How do we honor our past?
COMMITTES AND MEMBERS
Repair Present Church
John Burdick
Linda Billert
Jerry McAuliffe
Mary Jones
Christian Bradley
Jim Hoag
Construct A Structure on Church Property
Bob Medvetz
Sue Hickey
Louise Ciuk
Mike Sanders
Construct a New Church Building
Bob Medvetz
Arthur Hyde
Mike Baratto
Mike Sanders
Scott Bornt
Repurpose an Empty Building
Scott McCart
Virginia Cuddihy
Mary Ellen Sanders
Peg Baratto
Patti Zilinskas
Add on or make Worship Space at St. Mary's
Bob Kapron
Kim Ciuk
Mike Brewster
Krissy Fauler
Everyone is welcome to join any of the following committees.

We ask for your prayers for the following:
Maeve Ronan, Luke Hoag, Fred Yager, Jean Waytkus, Lester
Goodermote, Kelly McCart, Diane Bamrick, Bill Ellis, Frank Morandi,
Nick Colaneri, Sr. Mathilda Druke, Jon Laubacker, Bob Williams, Denise
Skrmetti, Danny Green, Paul Haynes Sr., Jean Brewster, Chuck
Leeseman, Perry Coffman, Elaine Schultz, Fred Knuetter, William J. Osterhout, Sr., Baby Charlotte, Armand Rousseau, Paul Cipperly, Butch
LaFlamme, Ed Granger, John West, Sal Herradore, and Helen Betner
Those who have been on the list for quite some time will still be prayed
for, but will not appear in the bulletin. If you are in need of prayer for
yourself or someone you know, please call: Margaret O’Malley at 6867835.

Immaculate Conception Prayer
All praise to you Creating God for the gift of your word who resounds
deep within us all. At the very beginning, you spoke and chaos gave
birth to all that lives and breathes. In the fullness of time your Word
became flesh in the womb of Mary, the image of your church. Your
Word called the first disciples of Jesus to holiness of heart, unity in service, and selflessness in love. We thank you for all the women and men,
enthused with faith, who built a home for us in Hoosick Falls. And now
we ask you for Holy Wisdom as we seek to rebuild our community on
the foundation of Christ. With Mary, and all the saints, we are a sacrament of hope. May we be so for ages to come. Amen.

Immaculate Conception Parish
December 26 & 27, 2015
This Week: December 26 & 27, 2015
Lay Ministers: Team 4
Counters: Judy Flynn, Peg Bakaitis, Jerry McAuliffe, & Mary Jones
Next Week: January 3 & 4, 2016
Lay Ministers: Team 4
Counters: Judy Flynn, Peg Bakaitis, Jerry McAuliffe, & Mary Jones
(It is your responsibility to find a substitute if you are unable to
serve.)
YOUR SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS & ATTENDANCE
YOUR SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS December 19 &20:
Offertory…………………………$3,196.00
Candles…………………………..$59.50
Total: $3,255.50
ATTENDANCE December 19 & 20:
4 PM……...146

9 AM……….202
Total: 348

SHARE THE FAITH—FIND YOUR HOME HERE
Anyone wishing to join our faith community and live the Catholic way,
please call our office 686-5064 or see Fr. Tom Zelker. We welcome you
with a loving embrace.
Holy Communion...Please be sure to let one of the greeters
know if you are unable to approach the altar. The usher will then
make arrangements for Communion to be brought to your pew.
OUR PARISH HALL
If you would like to use our parish facilities or chairs/tables, please call
our office to make reservations. Your hall makes a fine place for family
gatherings.
TAKE CARE OF OUR CHILDREN
Any young person who is ill or injured will now be receiving a get well
gift from our parish. Our prayer inspires us to cradle each other in compassion. If you know of any of our children who are sick or injured
please contact SMA principal Susan Bulmer at 686-4314, a faith formation teacher, or Fr. Tom Zelker.

Advertiser of the Week …
We would like to thank
MCNALLY’S INSURANCE
C.H. McNally & Son, Inc.
Robert M. Melesky, President
Main Office
P.O. Box 96, Main Street
Eagle Bridge, NY 12057
(518)-686-9442

Easton Office
433 Waite Road
Schaghticoke, NY 12154
(518)-692-7265

THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS MEET
EVERY 2ND & 4TH WEDNESDAY AT 7PM
IN THE ST. JOSEPH’S ROOM
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
CHURCH HALL.
ANY MAN IS WELCOME TO JOIN!

