Immaculate Conception Parish
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH
ST. MARY’S ACADEMY
ST. MARY’S CEMETERY
Bishop of Albany Diocese:
Edward Scharfenberger
Bishop Emeritus: Howard Hubbard
Our Parish Office & Mailing Address
67 Main Street
Hoosick Falls, NY 12090
Phone 518-686-5064
E-Mail: immconcept@roadrunner.com
Office Hours: Monday—Friday 10 AM to 4 PM
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Pastor: Fr. Tom Zelker
tomzelker@gmail.com
Immaculate Conception Mass Schedule
Saturday, 4 PM & Sunday, 9 AM
Reconciliation, Saturday at 3 PM
Trustees: Elizabeth Ferrannini & Ed Gorman
Finance Council: Krissy Fauler
Pastoral Council Members
Virginia Cuddihy,
Linda Bennett, Mike Brewster,
Jerry D’Acchille, Rick Ferrannini,
Karen Kaufman, JoAnn Shea and the two Trustees
Music Ministry: Richard Cherry
Worship & Environment: Marie Slattery

The Cross of Mercy
The Cross of Conversion
The Very Foundation of our Lives
God’s Conversation with us

WE PRAY
Our Church enters into this time of reflection, renewal, and conversion. Our Holy waters are still; bells are silenced; pussy willow
branches grace our gathering space as a sign of a new Spring for all. Violets and purples reflect our yearning for conversion. We
follow the Cross into worship, trusting in the transformative power of the Cross, the Word of God, and the Table of the Lord. We
sing in ancient Greek, “Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison.” We become more confident in the mercy of God. Our response to the Hebrew Scriptures is Psalm 139: “O Lord, I know you are near, standing always at my side. You guard me from the foe, and you
lead me in ways everlasting.” The Gospel is proclaimed without any Alleluias (what a contrast to Easter’s exuberance!)
As we gather around the Lord’s Table, we remember how you loved us through death to new life. Our mystery of faith is revealed in Christ’s real presence among us in Bread and Wine as our beliefs come alive in our transformed lives. We share in this
Holy Communion; we ask Jesus to keep us near the Cross, the Precious Fountain of life giving grace flowing forth from our worship to all people through each one of us. We become evermore, People of the Cross. We become Hope for our world in Christ.
We leave in quiet reflection to live faithfully every day.

1st Sunday of lent

Please bring soups, instant potatoes, and cereals
to our donation box in church.
There is always a need for old bags to be reused.
Food Pantry Volunteers …
We are looking for volunteers at the Food Pantry to help.
If you are interested, please call Dianne Hosterman at 686-5310.

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday, February 13
4 PM Mass
Ryszard Kozaczuk
Pete Melesky
Eva Blinstrub
Michael Bakaitis
Raymond & Helen Jones

February 14, 2016

A VALENTINE’S DAY PSALM
O Ever - present Beloved, my soul sings and my body rejoices that you are the flesh and bone of my life.
You are the ever - youthful life - seed at the core of all that grows. I bow before you, Gracious God, that
while you are greater than this vast universe, you are also the innermost essence of every being.
I delight that you are the fiery force that gives the flowers their beauty; you are the life - giving wetness of
water and the warmth of the sun; you are the breath of all living things and the fertile soil out of which all
things draw their life - nourishment.

Sunday, February 14
9AM Mass
For All People In Love

The blood in my veins races madly, and my heart drum - beats like thunder at the very hint of your holy
voice. I hear you in the song of birds, in the gurgle of flowing water, in the rush or the whisper of the
wind, in the voice of one I care for. You are here, with me and in me and all around me.
O Intimate Presence, my Beloved, I am excited with a love for you.
(The roses in front of the Lord’s Table this weekend are available for any High School Student to take
(one each) and share with a loved one)

Monday, February 15
No Mass

STONE SOUP GROUP
Please remember our neighbors in need of a hot meal. Once again, we are facilitating our Stone Soup
Group. All you have to do is make 10 cups (we provide the containers) of any soup and get them to the
Food Pantry at 10:00 AM on Mondays and Fridays or 6:30 PM on Wednesdays. We can even get the soup
to the pantry if you cannot. Please contact our office to sign up for a time slot.

Wednesday, February 17
8:30 AM Mass
IF YOU NEED:
at St. Patrick’s Church
- Clean Drinking Water Delivered: call the Hoosick Falls Village Hall - 686-3040.
12:00 PM Ecumenical Prayer
- The Warming Place - Free Hot Dinner– Every Night 6pm-9pm from January thru February at
at the West Hoosick Baptist Church
the Cambridge Food Pantry (the old Red Rooster on Rte 22 across from Cambridge Central
Followed by a soup and sandwich lunch
Friday, February 19
12 PM Mass
For Farmers
Saturday, February 20
4 PM Mass
Robert Foster
Anthony Bromirski

School. If anyone would like to make a meal or donate your time, please call Betty Carey at
677- 8106.

RENDER UNTO CAESAR
If you would like your contribution statement for your tax preparation, please call our parish office @ 6865064. For assistance with taxes, please call Alison at 686-9491. Sponsored by the churches of HACA.

Sunday, February 21
9AM Mass
Father Richard Broderick
MASS
Mark your Calendars

SANCTUARY LAMP
2/14/16-2/20/16
In honor of the Risen Christ
we remember:
Michael & Jenny Bakaitis

Wednesday, May 11, 2016 at 6:30 PM
here at Immaculate Conception Church.
A festive dinner will follow.



For a fun Mardi Gras;



Scout Sunday and burning the old palms;



All the birthday greetings and well wishes…..
Especially for all the funny and heartwarming
cards from our SMA’s kids
Fr. Tom Zelker

ST. MARY’S ACADEMY
4 PARSONS AVENUE, HOOSICK FALLS, NY
PHONE: (518) 686-4314, FAX: (518) 686-5957
Mr. Michael Piatek, Principal
Mrs. Mary Beth Smith, Secretary
St. Mary's Academy is the parish school of the Immaculate Conception Faith Community. Founded in 1891, St. Mary's Academy
provides education for students beginning in Pre-Kindergarten and continuing through Grade 8.

Dear Friends,
St. Mary's Academy has completed a great Catholic Schools Week.
Starting with our Spaghetti Dinner/Talent Show and ending with the
Faculty/Student basketball game, we highlighted what makes Catholic
Schools Week special. We have begun registering students for the
2016-2017 school year. If you know someone interested in SMA,
please have them call me at 686-4314.
Fish Fry Friday has begun and runs every Friday during Lent from
5:00pm -7:00pm in the Immaculate Conception Church Hall. Join us for
delicious fish or Mac N Cheese and all the fixings. All proceeds benefit
SMA.
Our cheesecake fundraiser ends February 23rd. If interested, please
see one of our students or call the school.
SMA will be closed Feb 15-19 for President’s week. More work on
our heating system will be completed this week.
As we progress through Lent, let us remember our friends, family
and neighbors in our prayers and good works. Let us bring peace and
happiness into our troubled world.
Blessed Mother Pray for Us
Michael Piatek
LENTEN CROSS
“The Humanity of Jesus...our Foundation of Faith”. The mystery of
God’s Love is revealed most deeply in the death of Jesus. Our Crucifix
shows the beauty of Love through the tragedy, ugliness, fear, and darkness of death. Jesus empties himself so the fullness of Love be revealed among us. The Cross is fashioned from the broken wooden
beams of our Church’s foundation. Those beams had collapsed after
over a century of holding up our Church. They were replaced by
stronger, cemented supports. Our new Cross reminds us that our faith
foundation is Jesus Christ. The broken beams of our world, our lives
are completely repaired, renewed, and supported by the Wood of the
Cross. Our life’s foundation is the Love of Christ - crucified and risen for
us.

ST. MARY’S ACADEMY ANNUAL LENTEN FISH FRY FRIDAYS RETURN!
Every Friday during Lent, February 12th ~ March 18th
5:00pm-7:00pm, or until we run out.
Held in the Immaculate Conception Church Hall
Fish Fry Dinner is $9.00 per person
Fish Fry, Fresh Cut French Fries, Side of Coleslaw, Juice and Dessert
Or Mac N Cheese for $5.00 - -Eat In or Take Out!
All proceeds benefit St. Mary’s Academy
Thank you in advance for your support!
Next Class Sunday, February 28th. All regular
classes meet at St. Mary’s Academy on Sunday mornings from 10:15 - 11:30 AM. Confirmation Classes for grades 10-11 will be
meeting in the St. Joseph’s Room church hall. Please pick up a complete list of dates on the back table. If you have any questions please
contact Deb Kapron Grades K-6 @205-5014 or Deb Mahar Grades 7-12
@ 686-1692.
BOWLING 4TH, 5TH & 6TH GRADES
Food & Fun!
Saturday, February 27, 2016
at Barbecue Recreation Lanes on Rte 22
1:00 to 2:30 PM
**Please RSVP to Deb Kapron By Feb. 23rd
716-864-7818 or 518-205-5014
We need to reserve the lanes!
SNOW TUBING AT WILLARD MOUNTAIN
Tuesday, February 16th
Leaving ICC at 2:30; returning for Pizza & Wings
At Bianca’s by 5:30 PM.
For all kids in Grades 7-12.
Please contact Fr. Tom Zelker @ 686-5064
or Deb Mahar @ 686-1692/aleestudio@msn.com
for reservations. Pray for snow!
We ask for your prayers for the following:
Maeve Ronan, Luke Hoag, Fred Yager, Jean Waytkus, Lester
Goodermote, Kelly McCart, Diane Bamrick, Bill Ellis, Frank Morandi,
Bob Williams, Danny Green, Jean Brewster, Chuck Leeseman, Perry
Coffman, Elaine Schultz, William J. Osterhout, Sr., Baby Charlotte,
Armand Rousseau, Paul Cipperly, Butch LaFlamme, Ed Granger, John
West, Sal Herradore, Helen Betner, Helen Hogan, Wanda Hunt, Phyllis
Bushner, Bea Peterson, Patricia Cherry, Rosemary Johnston, Amy Kalb,
Leonard Austin, and Art Crandall. Those who have been on the list for
quite some time will still be prayed for, but will not appear in the bulletin. If you are in need of prayer for yourself or someone you know,
please call: Margaret O’Malley at 686-7835.

One of the most compelling aspects of Evanglii gaudium is the fact that in it, the Holy Father is speaking to all the faithful—men and women, young
people and elders, lay and ordained. He is particularly sensitized to the challenges facing the laity as they try to live their faith and carry the hope and
love of the Gospel to those who have yet to encounter it fully.
Lent, traditionally a season of introspection and preparation, is an ideal time to consider the challenges presented by Pope Francis in this important
letter. He recognizes that the message of Christ can only be borne to the world effectively if we first recognize the challenges that the present day
presents. He is not interested in denial or evasion. While the human community has celebrated extraordinary advances, countless people are
trapped in circumstances with out hope in which they are deprived of that which supports their basic needs and dignity.
The headings in his letter name the “challenges of today’s world” that create conditions in which all people cannot share fully in the abundant life that
is their God-given right. Pope Francis names these with candor and clarity: “No to an economy of exclusion.” “No to the new idolatry of money.”
“No to a financial system which rules rather than serves.” “No to the inequality which spawns violence.” These dramatic headings are unpacked in
detail, and call us to look at our governments, businesses and institutions with new and critical eyes. He challenges secularization and questionable
new religious movements. He asks us to look at the moral relativism that depletes our Catholic conviction, and erodes our ability to speak strongly on
behalf of “human dignity and the common good.”
He also calls us to look at the crises faced by families, and the cultures in which they reside. He asks each of us to see the poor with new eyes and to
act powerfully on their behalf. He asks us to transform our cities and the problem s that plague them—drugs, abuse of minors, the abandonment of
the elderly, criminality and corruption.
It is significant that the Holy Father took the time to name these issues and so many more in such stark detail. It would be tempting to read his words
and proclaim it all too much to tackle. He recognizes this, and exhorts us to take heart and take action. He implores us to say “no to a sterile pessimism.”
The joy of the Gospel is such that it cannot be taken away from us by anyone or anything (cf. John 16:22). The evils of our world—and those of the
Church—must not be excuses for diminishing our commitment and our fervor. Let us look upon them as challenges which can help us grow. With the
eyes of faith, we can see the light which the Holy Spirit always radiates in the midst of darkness, never forgetting that “where sin increased, grace has
abounded all the more” (Romans 5:20). Our faith is challenged to discern how wine can come from water and how wheat can grow in the midst of
weeds.
During Lent, we are called to reflect on the Cross of Christ. What better season than this to look honestly into our lives and communities and honestly
assess where we see people bearing that cross today. Like Simon of Cyrene, we can step forward and lift the burden in this moment, and work to be
the agents of change needed in this world. Rather than be prophets of doom, resigned and resistant, we can become, in the words of Bishop Ken
Untener, “prophets of future not our own.”

— Ecumenical Prayer and Lunch: At Noon, every Wednesday at the Hoosick Falls Baptist Church (Our parish is leading the prayer
service and providing lunch on Wednesday, February 24th. We need your help in making small sandwiches. Sign up at church)
— Communal Reconciliation: February 23, 2016, at 6:00 PM at St. Patrick’s Church, Cambridge
— St. Casmir Feast of Eastern European Culinary Delight: Saturday, March 5, 2016 at 5:00 PM at Immaculate Conception Hall. We
share foods of Lithuania, Poland, and Slovakia.
— Communal Reconciliation: Monday, March 7, 2016 at 5:30 PM at Immaculate Conception Church
— St. Patrick’s Parade and Community Party: Saturday, March 12, 2016. Main Street and Immaculate Conception Hall
— St. Patrick’s Day Dinner: Thursday, March 17, 2016 at 6:00 PM at Immaculate Conception Hall. Hoosick Falls Central School Jazz
Band and Corn Beef. An Irish songs with Dave Sutton.
— Good Friday Ecumenical Walk: March 25, 2016 at 12 noon. Way of the Cross through the streets of Hoosick Falls (begins at First
United Presbyterian Church and ends at Immaculate Conception Church)
Our Church is open 24 hours a day for prayer, meditation, adoration, and walking.
When we enter the Holy Doors of our church, we remember our own holiness as we come into this sacred space.
When we leave, we become an even more loving, merciful, and beautiful blessing for our world.

Immaculate Conception Parish
FEBRUARY 13 & 14 2016
This Week: February 13 & 14, 2016
Lay Ministers: Team 2
Counters: Terry Hewson & Heather Hassett
Next Week: February 20 & 21, 2016
Lay Ministers: Team 3
Counters: Linda Bennett & Mike Bailey
(It is your responsibility to find a substitute if you are unable to
serve.)
YOUR SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS & ATTENDANCE
YOUR SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS February 6 & 7:
Offertory…………………………$3,537.00
Candles…………………… ………….$48.00
Total: $3,585.00
ATTENDANCE February 6 & 7:
4 PM……...163

9 AM…….228
Total: 391

Our church is open and lighted 24 hours a day.
Our church is open for quiet prayer, meditation, prayer walking, or
contemplative reflections.
SHARE THE FAITH—FIND YOUR HOME HERE
Anyone wishing to join our faith community and live the Catholic way,
please call our office 686-5064 or see Fr. Tom Zelker. We welcome you
with a loving embrace.
LOW GLUTEN HOSTS
We have low gluten hosts for anyone effected by Celiac disease. Call
our office for your hosts. 686-5064.
Holy Communion...Please be sure to let one of the greeters know if
you are unable to approach the altar. The usher will then make arrangements for Communion to be brought to your pew.
OUR PARISH HALL
If you would like to use our parish facilities or chairs/tables, please call
our office to make reservations. Your hall makes a fine place for family
gatherings.

Advertiser of the Week …
We would like to thank
Village Primary Care
140 Main Street
Hoosick Falls, NY 12090

(518) 686-4337

James Carroll, M.D.
Melissa Rowe, N.P.
Michael Romac, M.D.
THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS MEET
EVERY 2ND & 4TH WEDNESDAY AT 7PM
IN THE ST. JOSEPH’S ROOM
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
CHURCH HALL.
ANY MAN IS WELCOME TO JOIN!

