Immaculate Conception Parish
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH
ST. MARY’S ACADEMY
ST. MARY’S CEMETERY

Christ be our Light, shine in our hearts, shine through the darkness!
May the Resurrection of Jesus empower us to be credible witnesses to God’s Crucified Love!
Bishop of Albany Diocese:
Edward Scharfenberger
Bishop Emeritus: Howard Hubbard
Pastor: Fr. Tom Zelker
tomzelker@gmail.com
Immaculate Conception Mass Schedule:
Saturday, 4 PM & Sunday, 9 AM
Reconciliation: Saturday at 3 PM
Our Parish Office & Mailing Address:
67 Main Street
Hoosick Falls, NY 12090
Phone: 518-686-5064
E-Mail: immconcept@roadrunner.com
Office Hours: Monday—Friday 10 AM to 4 PM
Website: www. icchoosickfalls.com
WE PRAY - EASTER
Our Church is now more alive, brighter, and more festive than at any other time during the year. Flowers, colorful banners, and
aromas delight and fill our senses. The Paschal Candle, prominent for 50 days, radiates light to the whole church. Our bells ring
out, the waters of Baptism flow once again and well up with life. At Mass we process, led by the New Creation Cross of our Risen
Savior. We sing of God’s Majesty, “Glory to God, Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to people of Good will.” Our response to the Scripture Reading (the Acts of the Apostles during the Season), is Psalm 66, “Lift up your hearts to the Lord, praise
God’s gracious mercy! Sing out your joy to the Lord, whose love is enduring.” Our Alleluia is now sung before the Gospel. We profess our faith in response to the Creedal Questions; the sprinkled waters call to mind our common baptism. During
our Eucharistic Prayer at the Lord’s Table we proclaim that it is through Jesus’ Cross and Resurrection that we are set free to live
the mystery of our faith. At the end of Mass we are sent forth to be Jesus’ disciples to the world...Alleluia. May our joy be a sign of
Heaven’s love for all people.
**All water used at Mass is PFOA free**

Second Sunday of Easter (divine mercy)

April 3, 2016

Please bring soups, canned fruit and vegetables
to our donation box in church.
There is always a need for old bags to be reused.
Food Pantry Volunteers …
We are looking for volunteers at the Food Pantry to help.
If you are interested, please call Dianne Hosterman at 686-5310.






LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday, April 2
4 PM Mass
Kay Shiland
Peggy Pine
Claude Rousseau
Sunday, April 3
9 AM Mass
Thomas Febrey
Ben Nowik
Kathleen & Charles Niles
Marge Spendiff
Danny Williams
Monday, April 4
12 PM Mass
Susan Carver
Wednesday, April 6
8:30 AM Mass
at St. Patrick’s Church
Friday, April 8
12 PM Mass
Manuel Custodio
Saturday, April 9
4 PM Mass
Howard Rist
Sunday, April 10
9 AM Mass
James Nealon

SANCTUARY LAMP
4/3/16 - 4/9/16
In honor of the Risen Christ
we remember:
Peggy Pine

FAITH FILLED WATCHING AND LISTENING. AVAILABLE AT OUR PARISH OFFICE:
“From Jesus to Christ: the First Christmas”
“The Passion of the Christ” - with Jim Caviezel
“Man of La Mancha” - living faith in the midst of Inquisition with Sophia Loren and Peter O’Toole
“An Evening with C.S. Lewis” - David Payne as a British novelist and theologian
“The #1 Reason I love being Catholic” -CD with Dr. Allen Hunt

“THE LOST AND SECRET GOSPELS:
The Young Messiah or was Jesus a little brat?”
Monday, April 4th at 12:30 PM and 7 PM (in the back of the church). From the First Gospel of the Infancy:
“Jesus joined some children to play; when they saw young Jesus they hid. When Jesus found them, he
turned them into goats. And they came out of the bushes prancing and leaping around.” Imagine saying
the “Gospel of the Lord” at Mass with that reading! This will be a lively discussion of the Gospels we embrace, and others we don’t use, and why.
BAPTISM PREPARATION DISCUSSION
Tuesday, April 5th at 7:00 PM in the St. Joseph’s Room
LIBERATING SACRED TEXTS
The Failure of Violent Extremism.
Tuesday, April 12th at 7PM at the Hubbard Interfaith Sanctuary, College of St. Rose in Albany. Fr. Chris
DeGiovine and Hassan Shibly, director of the Council on American Islamic Relations.
DIVINE MERCY
Every Friday at 3:00 PM in our church, we gather to pray the Divine Mercy Novena. All are welcome.
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION PARTIES
If you would like to use tables and chairs from our church hall during graduation weekend in June, please
sign up as soon as possible. We have a wedding scheduled for Saturday, June 25th. Let us know so we
can plan with dignity and grace.
RICE BOWLS
Due back the weekend of April 10th.

EASTER EVENING OF JOY AND HOPE
Thursday, April 21st at 5:30pm
Dinner followed by a lively talk and discussion with Fr. Peter Chepaitis and Sr. Anna Tantsits
from Schoharie County. Come and share their new and refreshing view of faith.
VOCATIONS SUMMIT
Saturday, May 7th from 9am - 3pm at the Shrine of the North American Martyrs, Auriesville. “How do we
live out our Baptismal call in our daily lives?” If interested, please call our parish office.
THE BATTENKILL CHORALE presents
“The World Beloved: A BLUEGRASS MASS”
With internationally famous bluegrass band Monroe Crossing
Saturday, May 7th at 7PM
and
Sunday, May 8th at 4PM
At Immaculate Conception Church
SHARE FAITH, - NOT GERMS
If you are ill, coughing, or contagious, please be mindful, respectful of others, and kind at Mass. A simple
bow at the sign of peace, covering sneezes, and letting someone else minister at Communion are real
signs of Christian hospitality.

ST. MARY’S ACADEMY
4 PARSONS AVENUE, HOOSICK FALLS, NY
PHONE: (518) 686-4314, FAX: (518) 686-5957
Mr. Michael Piatek, Principal
Mrs. Mary Beth Smith, Secretary
St. Mary's Academy is the parish school of the Immaculate Conception Faith Community. Founded in 1891, St. Mary's Academy
provides education for students beginning in Pre-Kindergarten and continuing through Grade 8.

ST. MARY’S SPRING AUCTION
Plans are well underway for the annual spring auction that will raise
funds for St. Mary’s School. Here’s how you can be a part of the fun
and help secure the future of a great school.

Dear Friends of SMA,
We hope that all of you had a joyous Easter with family and friends.
Registration for the 2016-17 school year continues. Please contact me
at 686-4314 with questions or for a tour of SMA.
We would like to thank everyone who bought a delicious Fish Fry during Lent or a Herrington’s Chicken BBQ this past Saturday.
We received a donation of water from the students, parents and faculty
of Sacred Heart School in Bennington. It is gratifying and heartwarming
to know that our friends care for us and will help during our problem.

…..Save the date: April 9, 2016 at 6:00PM at St. Mary’s
…..Donate an item, service or gift certificate to our live or silent
auctions
…..Sponsor the event at the Gold ($1,000), Silver ($500), or Bronze
($250) levels.
Please contact Kate Keough at SMASpringAuction@yahoo.com or call
Mary Beth Smith at 518-686-4314. Thank you for your continued support. We look forward to seeing you at the Spring Auction.

Thank you for everything that you do to help us make SMA the best it
can be.
Blessed Mother Pray for Us,
Michael Piatek
Principal

Class this Sunday, April 3rd.
Next class will be Sunday, April 17th.
All regular classes meet at St. Mary’s Academy on
Sunday mornings from 10:15 - 11:30 AM. Confirmation Classes for
grades 10-11 will be meeting in the St. Joseph’s Room church hall.
Please pick up a complete list of dates on the back table. If you have
any questions please, contact Deb Kapron Grades K-6 @205-5014 or
Deb Mahar Grades 7-12 @ 686-1692.
CONFIRMATION CELEBRATION
Wednesday, May 11th at 6:30 PM. Our retreat (including Gospel plays,
morality acts, and a hunger awareness meal) will be Sunday, April 17th,
from 4PM-7PM at our church. Rehearsal will be Monday, May 9th at
7PM. All are welcome to join with Bishop Scharfenberger for this
joyous celebration in our parish. Keep in prayer...

BISHOP’S APPEAL 2016
The 2016 Bishop’s Appeal will be held on the weekend of April 30/May 1.
This is our opportunity to unite together as one Catholic family, to answer
the challenge given to us by Jesus Christ to feed the hungry , clothe the
naked, comfort the afflicted, and to promote justice for every person. In
these next several weeks, please take the time to prayerfully reflect on the
gifts that you have been given by God and respond to the Bishop’s Appeal
as generously as you possibly can.
Your participation is essential to the success of the Bishop’s Appeal. Please
join other Catholics from throughout the fourteen counties of the diocese
in supporting this very important collection.

EMPTY BOWLS
Saturday, April 16th from 6 - 8PM
At HFCS Cafeteria
Come purchase some delicious
soup
in a beautiful bowl
to help support our local food
pantry.

HOLY DOORS
Our Church is open 24 hours a day for prayer, meditation, adoration,
and walking. When we enter the Holy Doors of our church, we remember our own holiness as we come into this sacred space. When
we leave, we become an even more loving, merciful, and beautiful
blessing for our world.
We ask for your prayers for the following:
Luke Hoag, Butch LaFlamme, Phyllis Bushner, Bea Peterson, Patricia
Cherry, Amy Kalb, Leonard Austin, Deanna Aldrich, Don Bissonette, Art
Crandall, Marcy Camanzo, Margaret Sinacore, Shirley Fayed, Jennie
Hogan, Scott M. Acree, and Kim Houghton Those who have been on
the list for quite some time will still be prayed for, but will not appear in
the bulletin. If you are in need of prayer for yourself or someone you
know, please call: Margaret O’Malley at 686-7835.

The Easter Bunny & Hoppity Hoosical,
our Easter Frog, share candy with kids
after Mass; bringing smiles to all.

THE DOORS WERE LOCKED FOR FEAR OF THE JEWS
Liturgical reading of the passion (Gospel) narratives lead to simplistic accusations about guilt for the death of Jesus. Both Mathew (“all the people”)
and John (“the Jews” throughout) generalize hostilely, so that participation
in the execution of Jesus is extended beyond even the Jewish leadership.
Reflective of this, some famous Christian theologians (Augustine, John
Chrysostom, Thomas Aquinas, Martin Luther) have made statements about
the Christian duty to hate or punish the Jews because they killed the Lord.
Thus, modern apprehensions about the anti-Jewish impact of the passion
narratives are not groundless. One solution that has been proposed is to
remove the “anti-Semitic” passages from the liturgical readings of the passion during Holy Week (and Easter), a type of “Speak no evil; see no evil;
hear no evil” response. But removing offensive passages is a dangerous
procedure which enables hearers of bowdlerized versions to accept unthinkingly everything in the Bible. Accounts “improved” by excision perpetuate the fallacy that what one hears in the Bible is always to be imitated
because it is “revealed” by God, and the fallacy that every position taken by
an author of Scripture is inerrant. How much more cautious is Vatican II
(Dogmatic Constitution Dei verbum on Divine Revelation, #11) in confining
inerrancy: “The books of Scripture must be acknowledged as teaching firmly, faithfully, and without error that truth which God wanted put into the
sacred writings for the sake of our salvation.” In my opinion, a truer response is to continue to read unabridged passion (Gospel) accounts in Holy
Week (Easter), not subjecting them to excisions that seem wise to us—but
once having read them, to preach forcefully that such hostility between
Christian and Jew cannot be continued today and is against our fundamental understanding of Christianity. Sooner or later Christian believers must
wrestle with the limitations imposed on the Scriptures by the circumstances
in which they were written. They must be brought to see that some attitudes found in the Scriptures, however explicable in the times in which they
originated, may be wrong attitudes if repeated today. They must reckon
with the implications inherent in the fact that God has revealed in words of
men. Congregations who listen to the passion proclamations in Holy Week
(and Resurrection stories during Easter) will not recognize this, however,
unless it is clearly pointed out. To include the passages that have an antiJewish import and not to comment on them is irresponsible proclamation
that will detract from a mature understanding of our Lord’s death.
Fr. Raymond Brown in “ A Crucified Christ”.
(Remember other parts of the Bible that were part of life long ago, but
were never meant to be “Gospel truth forever” - slavery, subjugation of
women, science of our solar system, use of torture, etc.).
SUNDAY MORNING PRAYER
As the earth once again turns to face the sun on this first day of the
week, I rejoice in this season of spring. I give thanks, O God, that each
day grows longer in light and that the earth has been liberated from the
grip of winter.
On this day that remembers the resurrection of your son Jesus from the
depths of death’s decay in the tomb, I lift my heart to you in gratitude. I
thank you for the gift of a day of worship and all the graces it holds. I
thank you for the healing touch of sleep as I begin this day refreshed and
renewed. With a full heart, I enter now into the
prayer of silence.
I now unite myself will all the peoples of this earth, my companion pilgrims,
as I pray.
As I begin this first day of a new week, I ask for the grace, my God, to live in
a new way. Grant me fresh dreams and new visions. May this day come
upon me like Spring herself, so that my heart may be filled with hope.
Remind me, as I begin this day, to discipline myself so that it may be a day
of rest from my usual labors. May I thus taste more deeply the joys of
simply being alive. May I find the countless hidden treasures that you
have scattered throughout this day.
On this day of worship and prayer, I pause to pray especially for the intentions of: , as well as all those whom I love. May your peace rest upon
all the members of the earthen family with whom you have made me
one.
I begin this day
In your Holy Name, and in the name of your son Jesus, and In the name of
he Holy Spirit, as I stand in awe before you. Amen

The Church’s One Foundation is Jesus Christ our Lord
After prayerfully discerning the people nominated and relying on the
help of God, our Pastoral Council has asked Christian Bradley, Mike
Sanders, Margaret Restino, Dave Stagnitti and Bob Kapron to be on
our Steering Committee regarding our church. We thank them so much
for their service.
These people, our parishioners, are given the mission (empowered)
to:
 Build consensus among our people regarding our Catholic community’s future.
 How can we best gather as a worshipping faith community?
 With open minds and hearts, all information will be shared with
our people; pros and cons of ideas will be discussed honestly.
 How do we become church even more… inspiring,
enhancing, upbuilding the important aspects of our
faith...service to God’s People, celebrating the
sacraments in life giving and engaging prayer, and
being a sign of hope for our area.
 Can we realistically embrace our future with our
foundation secure in Christ? How do we honor our past?
Everyone is welcome to join any of the following committees.
COMMITTES AND MEMBERS
Repair Present Church
John Burdick
Linda Billert
Jerry McAuliffe
Mary Jones
Christian Bradley
Jim Hoag
Construct A Structure on Church Property
Bob Medvetz
Sue Hickey
Louise Ciuk
Mike Sanders
Construct a New Church Building
Bob Medvetz
Arthur Hyde
Mike Baratto
Mike Sanders
Scott Bornt
Repurpose an Empty Building
Scott McCart
Virginia Cuddihy
Mary Ellen Sanders
Peg Baratto
Patti Zilinskas
Add on or make Worship Space at St. Mary's
Bob Kapron
Kim Ciuk
Mike Brewster
Krissy Fauler
Immaculate Conception Prayer
All praise to you Creating God for the gift of your word who resounds
deep within us all. At the very beginning, you spoke and chaos gave
birth to all that lives and breathes. In the fullness of time your Word
became flesh in the womb of Mary, the image of your church. Your
Word called the first disciples of Jesus to holiness of heart, unity in service, and selflessness in love. We thank you for all the women and men,
enthused with faith, who built a home for us in Hoosick Falls. And now
we ask you for Holy Wisdom as we seek to rebuild our community on
the foundation of Christ. With Mary, and all the saints, we are a sacrament of hope. May we be so for ages to come. Amen.

Immaculate Conception Parish
April 2 & 3, 2016
This Week: April 2 & 3, 2016
Lay Ministers: Team 1
Counters: Mike Shea, Gina Harrison & Andrea White
Next Week: April 9 & 10, 2016
Lay Ministers: Team 2
Counters: Terry Hewson & Heather Hassett
(It is your responsibility to find a substitute if you are unable to
serve.)
YOUR SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS & ATTENDANCE
YOUR SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS March 26 & 27:
Offertory…………………………$2,581.00
Easter……………………………..$5,901.00
Candles………………………….…….$29.00
Total: $8,511.00
ATTENDANCE March 26 & 27
7:30 PM……...183

9 AM…….393
Total: 576

Our church is open and lighted 24 hours a day.
Our church is open for quiet prayer, meditation, prayer walking, or
contemplative reflections.
SHARE THE FAITH—FIND YOUR HOME HERE
Anyone wishing to join our faith community and live the Catholic way,
please call our office 686-5064 or see Fr. Tom Zelker. We welcome you
with a loving embrace.
LOW GLUTEN HOSTS
We have low gluten hosts for anyone affected by Celiac disease. Call
our office for your hosts. 686-5064.
Holy Communion...Please be sure to let one of the greeters know if
you are unable to approach the altar. The usher will then make arrangements for Communion to be brought to your pew.
OUR PARISH HALL
If you would like to use our parish facilities or chairs/tables, please call
our office to make reservations. Your hall makes a fine place for family
gatherings.

Advertiser of the Week …
We would like to thank
Brookdale
Fillmore Pond
Senior Living Solutions

802-447-7000

www.brookdale.com
Independent living cottages & apartments,
Assisted living and memory care
THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS MEET
EVERY 2ND & 4TH WEDNESDAY AT 7PM
IN THE ST. JOSEPH’S ROOM
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
CHURCH HALL.
ANY MAN IS WELCOME TO JOIN!

