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It helps now and then to step back and take a long view.
The Kingdom is not only beyond our efforts,
it is beyond our vision.
We accomplish in our lifetime only a fraction
of the magnificent enterprise that is God’s work.
Nothing we do is complete, which is another way of
saying that the kingdom always lies beyond us.
No statement says all that could be said.
No prayer fully expresses our faith. No confession
brings perfection, no pastoral visit brings wholeness.
No program accomplishes the Church’s mission.
No set of goals and objectives include everything.
This what we are about. We plant the seeds that one
day will grow. We water the seeds already planted
Knowing that they hold future promise.
We lay foundations that will need further development.
We provide yeast that produces effects
Far beyond our capabilities.
We cannot do everything, and there is a sense of
Liberation in realizing this.
This enables us to do something, and to do it very well.
It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning,
a step along the way, an opportunity for the Lord’s
grace to enter and do the rest.
We may never see the end results, but that is the
Difference between the master builder and the worker.
We are workers, not master builders, ministers, not
Messiahs. We are prophets of a future not our own.

WE PRAY
As we gather for the Eucharist this spring and summer, we take time to bask in the real presence of Christ and in each other. The
fruits and flowers of Earth grace our worship space. Our response to the Hebrew Scriptures is Psalm 98: “Sing to the Lord a new
song, for God has done wonderful deeds.” We joyfully sing of our salvation in the love of God throughout all Creation. Our
“Alleluia” is simple and beautiful. We come to the Lord’s Table and we echo St. Paul’s acclamation of faith: “When we eat this
Bread and drink this Cup we proclaim your death, O Lord, until you come again.” Our Eucharist moves us to embrace the Cross of
our world...in union with Christ...to be transformed into Sacred Love.

19th Sunday in ordinary time

August 7, 2016

Please bring peanut butter, jelly, and fluff
to our donation box in church.
There is always a need for old bags to be reused.
Food Pantry Volunteers …
We are looking for volunteers at the Food Pantry to help.
If you are interested, please call Dianne Hosterman at 686-5310.
GARDEN FRUITS AND VEGETABLES
Your garden fresh fruits and vegetables may be shared by bringing them to our Food Pantry Mondays or
Fridays at 10 AM or Wednesdays at 6:30 PM. They may also be brought to our bushel basket in Church.

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday, August 6
4 PM Mass
Johanna Hyde
“Deceased Alumni, Faculty, and
Staff of St. Mary’s Academy”
Sunday, August 7
9 AM Mass
Richard & Martha Eccles
Dorothy Prochito
Monday, August 8
12 PM Mass
“To Truly Hear God’s Word”
Friday, August 12
NO MASS
Saturday, August 13
4 PM Mass
Catherine Harrington
John & Mary Trimble
Baby Harrington
Sunday, August 14
9 AM Mass
Michael Restino
Ambersine & Bagnoli Families

BACK TO SCHOOL BOOST
To help our children when they go back to school in September, the churches or our area (HACA) are
collecting supplies for the classroom.
Our parish is asked to solicit donations of: wide rule loose leaf paper and pocket folders. Other items
needed are Kleenex, pencil cases, binders, and erasers. Please drop off items at our church by Aug 7th.
OFF TO COLLEGE
As you get ready for a new semester of your college career, please get your address, email, phone information to our office so we can keep in touch and even send food. Please contact us if you’re staying at
home, going away, or returning to college. 686-5064.
ASSUMPTION DAY MASS AND PICNIC
Monday, August 15th at 6 PM Mass followed by our annual hot dog/burger/kielbasa BBQ at the North
Lawn and Church Hall. Please bring a salad or dessert to share. This is the wonderful feast of God’s rich
harvest of life, justice, and peace. Come and celebrate.
PYRAMID LAKE NATURE RETREAT
August 21-26th, hosted by the Adirondacks with Dr. Harry Owens, Sr. Carol Davis, and Fr. Tom Zelker. For
more information and registration call Sr. Monica at 585-7545.
EACH VOTE COUNTS!
As we near the National Elections, take a look at the Catholic Bishops’ “Forming Conscience for Faithful
Citizenship” - www.USCCB.org or 1-202-541-3000. Let freedom ring!
AMAZING FAITH
One day the Master said, “ You are not ready to ‘fight’ evil until you are able to see the good it does.”
This left the disciples in considerable confusion, which the Master made no attempt to clear.
The following day he offered them this prayer that was found scrawled on a piece of wrapping paper in
the Ravensbruck concentration camp:
“Lord, remember not only the men and women of good will but all those of ill will. Do not only remember
all the suffering they have subjected us to. Remember the fruits we brought forth thanks to this suffering—our comradeship, our loyalty, our humility, our courage and generosity, the greatness of heart that
all of this inspired. And when they come to judgement, let all these fruits we have borne be their reward
and their forgiveness.”
Immaculate Conception Prayer
All praise to you Creating God for the gift of your word who resounds deep within us all. At the very beginning, you spoke and chaos gave birth to all that lives and breathes. In the fullness of time, your Word
became flesh in the womb of Mary, the image of your church. Your Word called the first disciples of Jesus
to holiness of heart, unity in service, and selflessness in love. We thank you for all the women and men,
enthused with faith, who built a home for us in Hoosick Falls. And now, we ask you for Holy Wisdom as
we seek to rebuild our community on the foundation of Christ. With Mary, and all the saints, we are a
sacrament of hope. May we be so for ages to come. Amen.

ST. MARY’S ACADEMY
4 PARSONS AVENUE, HOOSICK FALLS, NY
PHONE: (518) 686-4314, FAX: (518) 686-5957
Mr. Michael Piatek, Principal
Mrs. Mary Beth Smith, Secretary
St. Mary's Academy is the parish school of the Immaculate Conception Faith Community. Founded in 1891, St. Mary's Academy
provides education for students beginning in Pre-Kindergarten and continuing through Grade 8.
EAGLES NEST SUMMER CAMP
AT ST. MARY’S ACADEMY
PRE-K 3 TO 4TH GRADE
Mon., June 27th - Fri., August 19th

St. Mary's Academy
is currently seeking to fill
the following position:

 2nd Grade Teacher for the 2016-2017 school year.
NY Certification preferred. Full Time.

8:00 AM to 4:00 PM DAILY
Registration is offered on a weekly basis. Children from Pre-K3 through
4th Grade are invited to have an educationally enriching summer with a
fun twist!! Weekly registrations are being accepted throughout the
summer. For additional information, please stop by the office Monday
thru Thursday from 8:00 AM to Noon, located at 4 Parsons Ave, Hoosick
Falls, NY 12090 , or call (518) 686-4314 or email mainoffice@smahf.org
for weekly availability. Walk in are welcome!

St. Mary's Academy is currently accepting
Open Enrollment
for grades Pre-K 3 & Pre-K 4
as well as grades K-8.
Call today for a tour! 686-4314
OPEN GYM BASKETBALL AT ST. MARY’S ACADEMY
Every Tuesday and Thursday 7 PM– 9 PM.
For young people grade 7 - college.
Supervisor Coach - Jake “nothing but net” Nolan

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER FOR
ST. MARY’S ACADEMY 2016-2017 SCHOOL YEAR
SPORTS WEEK AT THE EAGLE’S NEST SUMMER CAMP

 Ice Cream Social - Thursday, September 1, 2016 @ 6:00 PM
 1st Day of School - Wednesday, September 7, 2016

PRACTICE OF HOPE
As summer winds down, we anticipate autumn with hope, but often
with anxiety. Students wonder if they’ll be popular, if they make the
team, of if classes will overwhelm them. Adults foresee project-laden
months on the job. For retirees, the coming winter may seem
daunting.  Jesus told his followers to cast aside fear because fear is
not useful in the Kingdom. List two situations you dread, plus strategies for overcoming fear. How can your courage help build up the Kingdom?  Read section 5 of St. John Paul’s 1978 papal inauguration
homily, in which he urges Catholics to welcome Christ into their lives
without fear: http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/
homilies/1978/documents/hf_jp-ii_hom_19781022_iniziopontificato_en.html or call 877-978-0757 (United Sates Conference of
Catholic Bishops Publications) to order a copy.  Hope and courage
resulted in Abraham and Sarah’s descendants, numerous as the stars.
Pray about what your “descendants” might be. What legacy will your
hope and courage create?

LOVE ONE ANOTHER AS I HAVE LOVED YOU
SCRIPTURE INSIGHTS
We live in a society in which plans, schedules, appointments,
and agendas consume our time, not only the present as it unfolds, but
our future. Often such attention to plans is necessary to help us negotiate our life. But in our life of faith there is always the element of the
unplanned, the possibilities that we have not scheduled, the pathways
on which the Lord leads us, and the grace that comes to us unsolicited
but always promised.
The story of Abraham is one of great faith, of trust in the
promise of God. In the Second Reading, the descriptive words of the
author of Hebrews might give many of us great anxiety: “ he went out,
not knowing where he was to go”! Yet he traveled to the promised
land because he believed the promise of God. The pregnancy of Sarah
was itself a sign that God would be faithful, even in the most surprising
way.
Today’s Gospel could seem more appropriate to Advent, but
placed near the halfway point in Jesus’ public ministry, it is an urgent
instruction to the disciples to be prepared for their own task of preaching the Good News of the Kingdom of God. Their plans for this future
ministry are to rely more on their spiritual treasure than any material
resources. Jesus asks them to be as vigilant as the servant who prepares for the return of the master of the household. And this vigilance
is not merely waiting around for the master, it is time spent doing the
will of the master.
Like the servant and the first disciples, we do not know when
the Lord will return to take us to the Father, but we are ever vigilant in
our ministry of preaching the Word of God in the meantime. With the
faith of Abraham we are ready to accept and engage the grace that God
gives us to be faithful servants.
How does the example of Abraham inspire you to move forward?
 What issues in your life challengs your faith that God’s grace will be
with you for whatever comes?

Justice is the way we treat each other;
in the daily, warm-cold conversations of families and friends:
Justice is when we see each man and woman, child and old person,
as a brother and sister in Christ
and so respect and enjoy them like that.
Justice sees a person whole and entire,
not just as a nice body, a fat bank-balance
or in any other way that uses them.
Justice is to see people as Jesus did:
children of his Father.
It’s also the way we demand for everyone
a life free of oppression and poverty,
a place to live, the right to schooling,
the freedom to live in equal opportunity
without prejudice of skin or of creed.
Justice is to form with Jesus Christ
the type of society he dreams of,
a society of love and justice,
of peace, truth, holiness and reconciliation.
We pray now to be part of that building —
that we can be partners with God in our world:
Help us, Lord, we ask,
to be people
who act justly,
love tenderly
and walk humbly with you.
Help us to be men and women
like your Son Jesus
who give his life for the
good of his people,
for we are all brothers and sisters in him.
HOLY DOORS
Our Church is open 24 hours a day for prayer, meditation, adoration,
and walking. When we enter the Holy Doors of our church, we remember our own holiness as we come into this sacred space. When
we leave, we become an even more loving, merciful, and beautiful
blessing for our world.
The Church’s One Foundation is Jesus Christ our Lord
The steering committee has made a recommendation to the Pastoral
Council to focus time and resources on the “repair and rejuvenation of
our Church building.” The Pastoral Council has begun to discern the
steering committee’s recommendation. With all of your prayers and
wisdom, the Holy Spirit will work through us to make the best decision
for the parish.

We ask for your prayers for the following:
Luke Hoag, Butch LaFlamme, Phyllis Bushner, Bea Peterson, Patricia
Cherry, Amy Kalb, Leonard Austin, Marcy Camanzo, Margaret Sinacore,
Shirley Fayed, Jennie Hogan, Kim Houghton, Adelia St. Hilaire, Edward
Maleady, Matt Waytkus, Rev. Paul Smith, Phyllis Sargood, Linda Hindman, Laura Smith, Patsy Sheffer, Janet Wilbrant, Marie Nugent, Jackie
Eastman, Allen Lyle, Karen Thomas, and Cheryl Kresky. Those who have
been on the list for quite some time will still be prayed for, but will not
appear in the bulletin. If you are in need of prayer for yourself or
someone you know, please call: Margaret O’Malley at 686-7835.

At the entrance of the church, please take time to review all of the
work performed by the committees. (There is a bulletin board with
information, and printed forms on the table in the back.) We ask
that each parishioner review the outcomes of the various committees
(options considered were buying, constructing a new church structure,
adding on to St. Mary’s Academy) and with prayer reflect on all of the
hard work each committee and committee member put forth for the
Immaculate Conception Parish.
In the coming weeks, the Pastoral Council will make their recommendation to Father Tom Zelker. Please prayerfully speak to our Council
Members about your faith in our Church and where God is leading us
into our common future.

Immaculate Conception Parish
August 6 & 7, 2016
This Week: August 6 & 7, 2016
Lay Ministers: Team 1
Counters: Bob Medvetz, Mike Shea & Andrea White
Next Week: August 13 & 14, 2016
Lay Ministers: Team 2
Counters: Terry Hewson & Heather Hassett
(It is your responsibility to find a substitute if you are unable to
serve.)
YOUR SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS & ATTENDANCE
YOUR SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS July 30 & 31:
Offertory…………………………$3,853.25
Candles………………………….…….$25.15
Total: $ 3,878.40
ATTENDANCE July 30 & 31:
4 PM……...132

9 AM…….150
Total: 282

Bulletin Submission Guidelines …
The Bulletin deadline for new submissions is noon on Tuesday.
Send submissions to: immconcept@roadrunner.com along with
your name and phone number.
DIVINE MERCY
Every Friday at 3:00 PM in our church, we gather to pray the Divine
Mercy Novena. All are welcome.
LOW GLUTEN HOSTS
We have low gluten hosts for anyone effected by Celiac disease. Call
our office for your hosts. 686-5064.
Holy Communion...Please be sure to let one of the greeters know if
you are unable to approach the altar. The usher will then make arrangements for Communion to be brought to your pew.
OUR PARISH HALL
If you would like to use our parish facilities or chairs/tables, please call
our office to make reservations. Your hall makes a fine place for family
gatherings.

Advertiser of the Week …
We would like to thank

EASTWICH PHYSICAL THERAPY
Mary Bradley, PT, CDT
Improving & Restoring Motion
Lymphedema Certified Therapist
4976 Route 7 · Hoosick, NY
518-686-9008 · marybradleypt@gmail.com

THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS MEET
EVERY 2ND & 4TH WEDNESDAY AT 7PM
IN THE ST. JOSEPH’S ROOM
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
CHURCH HALL.
ANY MAN IS WELCOME TO JOIN!

