Immaculate Conception Parish
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH
ST. MARY’S ACADEMY
ST. MARY’S CEMETERY

Though I walk through the valley of darkness, I will not fear for God is at my side. - Psalm 23

Pastor: Fr. Tom Zelker
tomzelker@gmail.com
Office Secretary: Tina Becker

Bishop of Albany Diocese:
Edward Scharfenberger
Bishop Emeritus: Howard Hubbard

Immaculate Conception Mass Schedule
Saturday at 4 PM & Sunday at 9 AM
Reconciliation: Saturday at 3 PM

Our Parish Office & Mailing Address
67 Main Street

Trustees: Elizabeth Ferrannini & Ed Gorman
Finance Council: Krissy Fauler
Pastoral Council Members
Virginia Cuddihy, Mike Brewster,
Jerry D’Acchille, Rick Ferrannini,
Karen Kaufman, JoAnn Shea and the two Trustees
Music Ministry: Richard Cherry
Worship & Environment: Marie Slattery

Hoosick Falls, NY 12090
Phone: 518-686-5064
E-Mail: immconcept@roadrunner.com
Office Hours: Monday—Friday 10 AM to 4 PM
Website: www. icchoosickfalls.com
WE PRAY

As we gather for the Eucharist this spring and summer, we take time to bask in the real presence of Christ and in each other. The
fruits and flowers of Earth grace our worship space. Our response to the Hebrew Scriptures is Psalm 98: “Sing to the Lord a new
song, for God has done wonderful deeds.” We joyfully sing of our salvation in the love of God throughout all Creation. Our
“Alleluia” is simple and beautiful. We come to the Lord’s Table and we echo St. Paul’s acclamation of faith: “When we eat this
Bread and drink this Cup we proclaim your death, O Lord, until you come again.” Our Eucharist moves us to embrace the Cross of
our world...in union with Christ...to be transformed into Sacred Love.

21th Sunday in ordinary time

August 21, 2016

Please bring peanut butter, jelly, and fluff
to our donation box in church.
There is always a need for old bags to be reused.
Food Pantry Volunteers …
We are looking for volunteers at the Food Pantry to help.
If you are interested, please call Dianne Hosterman at 686-5310.
GARDEN FRUITS AND VEGETABLES
Your garden fresh fruits and vegetables may be shared by bringing them to our Food Pantry Mondays or
Fridays at 10 AM or Wednesdays at 6:30 PM. They may also be brought to our bushel basket in Church.

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday, August 20
4 PM Mass
Frank Colavecchio
Sunday, August 21
9 AM Mass
John & Grace Melia

HALF WAY TO ST. PADDY’S DAY PARTY
Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet are putting together a Half Way to St. Paddy’s Party with “Get Up Jack” on Friday, Sept. 9th at St. Joseph’s Provincial
House Dining Room, 385 Watervliet Shaker Rd, Latham, NY. Doors open at
6:30 PM. Tickets $20 in advance and $25 at the door. Must be 21 to attend.
For tickets or any questions, call (518) 389-2654.
FLU CLINIC
Shield yourself from the FLU.
Saturday, September 17th Rite Aid will be hosting a FLU Clinic at Immaculate Conception Church from
5:00-6:00PM and Sunday, September 18th from 10:00-11:00AM. There is a sign up sheet in the back of
the church. For more information please call your local Wellness Ambassador, Melissa @ 518-686-5831.
PYRAMID LAKE NATURE RETREAT
August 21-26th, hosted by the Adirondacks with Dr. Harry Owens, Sr. Carol Davis, and Fr. Tom Zelker. For
more information and registration call Sr. Monica at 585-7545. (Fr. Tom Zelker will be away for this retreat
from Monday afternoon thru Wednesday.)

Monday, August 22
12 Noon Mass
“For Holy Discipleship
in Our Church”

EACH VOTE COUNTS!
As we near the National Elections, take a look at the Catholic Bishops’ “Forming Conscience for Faithful
Citizenship” - www.USCCB.org or 1-202-541-3000. Let freedom ring!

Friday, August 26
NO MASS

“NEW HORIZONS OF FAITH: BEATITUDES OF CHRISTIANS LIVING”
Saturday, September 3, 2016 @ 12:30 PM - 1:30 PM - Monthly Vigil for Peace
Sponsored by the Greater Bennington Peace & Justice Center at the Four Corners in Bennington.
www.greaterbenningtonpeaceandjusticecenter.org/

Saturday, August 27
4 PM Mass
Rita Nowak
Sunday, August 28
9 AM Mass
Gary Page
Anita & Sara Andrews
Gloria & John DeLurey

FREE CHAIR YOGA & BONE BUILDERS CLASSES (NOTHING ON THE FLOOR)
Monday and Friday, Yoga Class: 10:30 AM - 11:30 AM
Wednesday Only, Bone Builders Class: 10:30 AM - 11:30 AM
Wednesday Evenings Only, Yoga Class: 6:30 PM - 7:30 PM
In our Church Hall. Any questions, please contact Sonya Burdge @ (518) 380-4017
BASKET BINGO
Thursday October 6th at 6:30
A list of themes for the baskets are on the board in the back of the church. Also, there are sign up sheets
are on the board for people to work in the kitchen and the floor. Please consider making a basket from
the list or write your own idea down on the bottom of the sheet. This is a fun and enjoyable event. We
would not be able to have such a successful event without your continued help and support. Anyone who
would like to donate large baskets for this event, please leave in the back of the church. So PLEASE consider making a basket with a friend or as a family.
If you have any questions, please call Karen -686-4737 or Ellen 686-5075. Thank you.
Lastly, with big regrets Karen and I are looking for anyone who would like to take over the Basket Bingo
going forward. This will be our last year doing the event. If anyone is interested, they can let us know and
you can work with us this year to see what needs to be done. Thank you.

ST. MARY’S ACADEMY
4 PARSONS AVENUE, HOOSICK FALLS, NY
PHONE: (518) 686-4314, FAX: (518) 686-5957
Mr. Michael Piatek, Principal
Mrs. Mary Beth Smith, Secretary
St. Mary's Academy is the parish school of the Immaculate Conception Faith Community. Founded in 1891, St. Mary's Academy
provides education for students beginning in Pre-Kindergarten and continuing through Grade 8.

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER FOR
ST. MARY’S ACADEMY 2016-2017 SCHOOL YEAR
 Ice Cream Social - Thursday, September 1, 2016 @ 6:00 PM
 1st Day of School - Wednesday, September 7, 2016

St. Mary's Academy is currently accepting Open Enrollment
for grades Pre-K 3 & Pre-K 4
as well as grades K-8.
Call today for a tour! 686-4314
All are invited to visit our school and enjoy some treats.

DIOCESAN MARRIAGE JUBILEE:
th

The 44 Annual Marriage Jubilee Celebration
sponsored by the Office of Lay Ministry Formation will be held
Sunday, October 2nd, 2016 at 2:00 PM
at The Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, corner of Eagle St. and Madison Ave., Albany, New York.
Couples celebrating their 25th, 40th, 50th or other special wedding anniversaries are invited to attend this celebration. Bishop Edward
B. Scharfenberger will celebrate the Liturgy at 2:00 PM and greet couples and their guests at a reception in the gathering area at the
Cathedral immediately following Mass. Please register through your parish office.

Continuing with Alumni Weekend Acknowledgements:
A huge thank you to the following: To Mr. Bob Murphy, Class of 1947, who so generously donated $5,000 to St. Mary’s during the banquet. His generosity is much appreciated and we were so happy to have he and his family all the way from California in attendance that evening.
The Alumni Committee and friends of SMA did an extraordinary job on both the banquet and golf tournament and we wish to thank especially the
following: Chris Crucetti, Marie O’Neil, Marie Hemeon, Mary Schmigel, Joanie James, Terri & John Burdick, Rita Bulson, Tim Hayes, Margaret & Tom
Restino, Tony Hayes, Jeremy St. Onge and Jake Nolan for all they did to accomplish what was a very festive, fun and memorable weekend. Thank you
too to our Summer Camp who made terrific welcome signs and drawings for our guests to see.
Thank you to all our Golf sponsors and our local community that donated prizes so graciously. Please be sure to shop locally! To Sean Nealon who
donated Joan Jett Tickets at SPAC which were won by Gus Gasso of Albany, to Ellen Scott who allowed us to pick all her flowers that helped to make
the tables look so beautiful. To our Bartenders of the evening: Christine Wendell and Katie Bradley who donated their time and talent to help.
Most of all Thank you to this Parish community for all your support of time, talent and treasures over the years. 125 years could not have happened
without you.

A SUMMER PSALM OF FREEDOM
O God of all seasons,
tt’s summer—the season I dreamed about
throughout winter’s long, dreary days.
Now is the time of leisure,
time to be out-of-door-and-walls.
But so often I feel like an over-civilized child
of this century of convenience and comfort.
Six months ago, it was snow and ice
that screened me in from earth’s delights.
Now it’s a television screen or smartphone that too often
massages my mind, weary from work,
that screens me in
from summer’s healing touch.
And even if I flick that dead-window off
and go outside on the porch,
I’m still screened in or carefully protected,
lest bugs and flies disturb my comfort
by bringing nature for too close.
Grant me, O never-tiring Miracle Worker,
the freedom of my childhood
to run and play with abandon,
without thought of comfort, bugs or flies,
in summer’s sacrament of Life.

Immaculate Conception Prayer
All praise to you Creating God for the gift of your word who resounds
deep within us all. At the very beginning, you spoke and chaos gave
birth to all that lives and breathes. In the fullness of time, your Word
became flesh in the womb of Mary, the image of your church. Your
Word called the first disciples of Jesus to holiness of heart, unity in
service, and selflessness in love. We thank you for all the women and
men, enthused with faith, who built a home for us in Hoosick Falls.
And now, we ask you for Holy Wisdom as we seek to rebuild our community on the foundation of Christ. With Mary, and all the saints, we
are a sacrament of hope. May we be so for ages to come. Amen.

HOLY DOORS
Our Church is open 24 hours a day for prayer, meditation, adoration,
and walking. When we enter the Holy Doors of our church, we remember our own holiness as we come into this sacred space. When
we leave, we become an even more loving, merciful, and beautiful
blessing for our world.

The Church’s One Foundation is Jesus Christ our Lord
The steering committee has made a recommendation to the Pastoral
Council to focus time and resources on the “repair and rejuvenation of
our Church building.” The Pastoral Council has begun to discern the
steering committee’s recommendation. With all of your prayers and
wisdom, the Holy Spirit will work through us to make the best decision
for the parish.
OFF TO COLLEGE
As you get ready for a new semester of your college career, please get
your address, email, phone information to our office so we can keep in
touch and even send food. Please contact us if you’re staying at home,
going away, or returning to college. 686-5064.

At the entrance of the church, please take time to review all of the
work performed by the committees. (There is a bulletin board with
information, and printed forms on the table in the back.) We ask
that each parishioner review the outcomes of the various committees
(options considered were buying, constructing a new church structure,
adding on to St. Mary’s Academy) and with prayer reflect on all of the
hard work each committee and committee member put forth for the
Immaculate Conception Parish.
In the coming weeks, the Pastoral Council will make their recommendation to Father Tom Zelker. Please prayerfully speak to our Council
Members about your faith in our Church and where God is leading us
into our common future.

We ask for your prayers for the following:

Our Assumption Feast..
celebrating a harvest rich in justice, peace, and joy!

Luke Hoag, Butch LaFlamme, Phyllis Bushner, Bea Peterson, Patricia
Cherry, Amy Kalb, Leonard Austin, Marcy Camanzo, Margaret Sinacore,
Shirley Fayed, Jennie Hogan, Kim Houghton, Adelia St. Hilaire, Edward
Maleady, Matt Waytkus, Rev. Paul Smith, Phyllis Sargood, Linda Hindman, Patsy Sheffer, Janet Wilbrant, Marie Nugent, Jackie Eastman,
Allen Lyle, Karen Thomas, and Cheryl Kresky. Those who have been on
the list for quite some time will still be prayed for, but will not appear
in the bulletin. If you are in need of prayer for yourself or someone you
know, please call: Margaret O’Malley at 686-7835.

Immaculate Conception Parish
August 20 & 21, 2016
This Week: August 20 & 21, 2016
Lay Ministers: Team 3
Counters: Linda Bennett & Mike Bailey
Next Week: August 27 & 28, 2016
Lay Ministers: Team 4
Counters: Judy Flynn, Peg Bakaitis, & Jerry McAuliffe
(It is your responsibility to find a substitute if you are unable to
serve.)
YOUR SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS & ATTENDANCE
YOUR SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS August 13 & 14:
Offertory…………………………$3,167.00
Candles………………………….…….$45.25
Total: $ 3,212.25
ATTENDANCE August 13 & 14:
4 PM……...131

9 AM…….135
Total: 266

Lions Club
The Lions Club is collecting donations for used prescription
eye-glasses and hearing aids. There is a box in the back left side of
the church. All donations are appreciated.
Bulletin Submission Guidelines …
The Bulletin deadline for new submissions is noon on Tuesday.
Send submissions to: immconcept@roadrunner.com along with
your name and phone number.
DIVINE MERCY
Every Friday at 3:00 PM in our church, we gather to pray the Divine
Mercy Novena. All are welcome.
LOW GLUTEN HOSTS
We have low gluten hosts for anyone effected by Celiac disease. Call
our office for your hosts. 686-5064.
Holy Communion...Please be sure to let one of the greeters know if
you are unable to approach the altar. The usher will then make arrangements for Communion to be brought to your pew.

Advertiser of the Week …
We would like to thank

Bennington Subaru
527 N. Bennington Rd.
(802) 442-3400
www.benningtonsubaru.com

THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS MEET
EVERY 2ND & 4TH WEDNESDAY AT 7PM
IN THE ST. JOSEPH’S ROOM
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
CHURCH HALL.
ANY MAN IS WELCOME TO JOIN!

