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WE PRAY ADVENT
We gather quietly in prayer; the spark of the Divine ignites a holy fire of love among us. The wreath candles are lit; we sing
“Come Lord Jesus; lead us home, give us hope.” Christ lights the way through the darkness. Our response to the Hebrew
Scriptures is Psalm 103: “As vast as Heaven, deep as the ocean, so strong Your Love for all who follow on Your Way.” Our
Gospel acclamation happily shouts: “soon and very soon” God’s reign is among us today! We join together in our ancient
Creed living the faith this day. When we gather at the Lord’s Table we celebrate Christ’s life-giving presence among us.
We sing of this mystery: “ We proclaim your Death O Lord, and profess your Resurrection until you come again.” We await
fulfillment while we live as Christ right now. The mystery (sacrament) of God is enfleshed in us. We are stilled with awe
and wonder. We are then sent out this Advent...day by day...prayerfully asking God to bless us with vision, love, and joyful
discipleship. We become Advent People.

LITURGY SCHEDULE

Saturday, December 10
4 PM Mass
Richard Martelle
Marie Nugent
Fr. Richard Broderick
All of the victims of the Sandy Hook
tragedy, Monsignor Robert Weiss, and
St. Rose of Lima Parish in Newton, CT
Sunday, December 11
9 AM Mass
Catherine Trimble
Virginia E. Cuddihy
Thomas Hyland
Margaret & Stanley Rimkunas
Monday, December 12
12 Noon Mass
“See the Face of Christ in All People”
7 PM
Communal Reconciliation Service
At ICC
Tuesday, December 13
10 AM
Communion at Danforth
10:30 AM
Communion at HFHC
6:30 PM
Communal Reconciliation Service
At St. Patrick’s Church

3rd Sunday of advent

december 11, 2016
Please bring any type of the following items:
canned fruit, peanut butter, jelly or oatmeal
to our donation box in church.
There is always a need for old bags to be reused.
Food Pantry Volunteers …
We are looking for volunteers at the Food Pantry to help.
If you are interested, please call Dianne Hosterman at 686-5310.
Immaculate Conception Prayer

All praise to you Creating God for the gift of your Word who resounds deep within us all. At the very beginning, you spoke and chaos gave birth to all that lives and breathes. In the fullness of time, your Word
became flesh in the womb of Mary, the image of your church. Your Word called the first disciples of Jesus
to holiness of heart, unity in service, and selflessness in love. We thank you for all the women and men,
enthused with faith, who built a home for us in Hoosick Falls. And now, we ask you for Holy Wisdom as
we seek to rebuild our community on the foundation of Christ. With Mary, and all the Saints, we are a
sacrament of hope. May we be so for ages to come. Amen.
OPEN DOORS
Our church is open 24 hours a day for prayer, meditation, adoration, and walking. For countless generations here in Hoosick Falls our doors are holy because you come through the portals to worship: farmers
and factory workers; school children and teachers; newlyweds and nuns; moms and dads; soldiers and
travelers. We go forth renewed as disciples of Jesus, with hearts open in love for the world.
STONE SOUP
As the weather has cooled, we again began our ministry of Stone Soup. Anyone can make a pot of soup
(we supply the containers), and deliver them (we can help, too) to the Food Pantry and Wood Bridges/
Wood Park Apts. Call our office for information and to help. 686-5064
WE PRAY TO THE LORD

Wednesday, December 14
8:30 AM Mass
St. Patrick’s Church

A new prayer intention book is now in Our Lady’s Chapel (on the north side of our church entrance). As
St. Paul reminds us, “never stop praying for each other”, uplifting all in God’s Spirit of Love.

Friday, December 16
12 Noon Mass
Gospel Conversion

BEATITUDES OF CHRISTIAN LIVING

Saturday, December 17
4 PM Mass
Guy & Carmela Brandi
Caroline Mattat

In the season of Advent there is an easy yet valuable way to share our gratitude. Father Tom Zelker regularly visits with homebound parishioners and patients in the hospital. Take a moment to write a note that
could brighten someone’s day. Share a poem, a prayer, a joke, or just a pretty card, and let them know
that they’re not alone.

Sunday, December 18
9 AM Mass
J. Donald Smith
Michael Restino
Richard & Martha Eccles
Ruby Grobuski
SANCTUARY LAMP
12/11/16-12/17/16
In honor of the Risen Christ
we remember:
Fred Bouplon

NEW HORIZONS OF FAITH:

Father Tom Zelker will deliver them on his rounds - just leave the notes in the basket at the back of the
church.
NEEDED:
A fold up cot or blow up mattress (with air pump) for our “Code Blue” housing in our church hall. Please
contact our office 686-5064.
We ask for your prayers for the following:
Bea Peterson, Leonard Austin, Ray & Adelia St. Hilaire, Ruby Carver, Patsy Sheffer, Edward Maleady,
Neill Waytkus, Cathy Diehl, Jackie Eastwick, Briann Dimaggio, George Kaukus, Frannie Davendonis, Gayle
Magisano, Terry Lettre, Jean Waytkus, Jay Accashian, Cheryl Kresky, June Baker, John (J.D.) Ellis. Those
who have been on the list for quite some time will still be prayed for, but will not appear in the bulletin.
If you are in need of prayer for yourself or someone you know, please call: Margaret O’Malley at 6867835.

ST. MARY’S ACADEMY
4 PARSONS AVENUE, HOOSICK FALLS, NY
PHONE: (518) 686-4314, FAX: (518) 686-5957
Mr. Michael Piatek, Principal, Mrs. Amanda Goyer, Assistant Principal,
Mrs. Mary Beth Smith, Secretary
St. Mary's Academy is the parish school of the Immaculate Conception Faith Community. Founded in 1891, St. Mary's Academy
provides education for students beginning in Pre-Kindergarten and continuing through Grade 8.

Next Class, December 18, 2016

All Classes Grades K - 9th meet at St. Mary’s Academy on Sunday mornings from 10:15 - 11:30 AM. Grades 10 and up meet in the St. Joseph’s
Room downstairs in the church from 10:15 - 11:25 AM. If you have any
questions, please contact Deb Kapron Grades K-6 @205-5014 or Deb
Mahar Grades 7-12 @ 686-1692.

Dear Friends of SMA,
Today we celebrate the third Sunday of Advent, Gaudete Sunday. We
are nearing the completion of our preparation for the coming of our
Savior, Jesus Christ.
This past Saturday we celebrated our Holiday Cabaret. The SMA gym
was awash with good music, good food and good will to all. We want
to thank the over 100 people who attended and generously supported
the various auctions at the Cabaret. Also, over $1,000 was donated to
our Angel Fund which supports families in need of financial aid to have
their children attend SMA. Please consider supporting the Angel Fund
with a donation this Christmas Season.

CALLING ALL KIDS!
Our 4PM and 6:30PM Christmas Masses will begin in candlelight, led by
the beloved children of our parish. As we process we will be singing “O
Come All Ye Faithful.” Please practice at home so we can inspire all our
people in song. The children will carry candles and gather at the manger in front of the Lord’s Table. Come early to get ready, light candles,
and sing.

We would like to invite you to attend our Advent Concert on Wednesday, December 14, at 6:00 PM at Immaculate Conception Church. This
is a concert that will put a smile on your face and that Christmas feeling
in your heart.
We continue to be thankful for all that you do to support and help
SMA.
Blessed Mother Pray for Us,

SIGN UP FOR MASS

Michael Piatek

Saturday, December 31st @ 4PM and Sunday, January 1st @ 9AM.
We need readers, servers, ushers, and Ministers of Communion.

RENSSELAER COUNTY HOMEOWNERSHIP CENTER

Please sign up in the sacristy.

Call 690-0020 for assistance and information; First Home Club matched
funds; down payment help; major and minor home repairs programs.
Or check out www.triponline.org.

THE CHURCH’S ONE FOUNDATION
Our Diocesan Offices of finance, pastoral planning, and building/
construction have asked for a meeting on January 25, 2017 with our
trustees and steering committee representatives regarding our church
difficulties and plans for our future. Our diocesan offices want to better
understand the scope of our building projects and how we can all work
together. Please remember the power of prayer in all that we do.
NEW ALTAR SERVERS
Anyone in 3rd grade or older is invited to help out at Mass as an altar
server. Please let Fr. Tom Zelker know at church.

CHRISTMAS SIGN UP
Please sign up for Christmas Mass ministries: altar servers; readers,
ministers of communion; families to carry the baby Jesus statue; ushers
and greeters.
Also, Christmas is on Sunday this year...one less day in Church...and one
less, but important collection. All offerings are so vital to our parish
life. If you can increase your Christmas offering...thank you so much!
Your Christmas gift to your parish helps keep the Good News of Jesus
vibrant in Hoosick Falls.

CHRISTMAS FLOWER DONATIONS

THIS WEEK
OUR GATHERINGS, PRAYER, AND SERVICE
The Giving Tree will be in the Church for the Christmas Basket Program.
Gifts should be returned, UNWRAPPED, by Sunday, December 11th.



Monday, December 12th at 7:00 PM - Communal Reconciliation
Service at Immaculate Conception Church. (Feast of Our Lady of
Guadalupe - taco delights after the prayer).



Tuesday, December 13th at 6:30 PM - Communal Reconciliation
Service at St. Patrick’s Church in Cambridge.



Wednesday, December 14th at 6:00 PM - Holiday Concert at Immaculate Conception Church. The Children of St. Mary’s sing in
hope and wonder.



Sunday, December 18th at 10:15 AM - Church Decorating Party.
We prepare for Christmas. Trees, lights, wreaths, and manger
scene statues.



Our church is open and lighted 24 hours a day. During Advent our
Immaculate Conception window is beautifully lighted every evening until 9:00 PM.

Please return any contributions by Sunday, December 18th.
(as early as possible is most appreciated)
2016 CHRISTMAS BAND CONCERT
Wednesday, December 21st at 7:30 PM.
First United Church, Presbyterian
130 Main Street, Hoosick Falls, NY
Hoosick Falls Community Band
There will be a free - will offering for the benefit of the Community
Band and refreshments after the concert. All are welcome.
CHRISTMAS CARDS FOR THE BISHOPS
Please take a moment and sign the Christmas cards in the back of the
church for the Bishops.

SCRIPTURE INSIGHTS
The prophet Isaiah is bursting with good news for the nations. As the spokesperson of God, Isaiah announces that a promise of renewal is taking
place. First, the earth will be transformed: the parched land will bloom with new life. Even more amazing, those broken in their bodies will be transformed as well: the deaf will hear, the lame will leap, the blind will see, and the mute will speak. The power of God brings rejoicing. The psalmist
sings praise for the Lord who does what Isaiah had prophesied. The graciousness of God knows no bounds; the most vulnerable, the widows and orphans, are raised up. Even the stranger is not overlooked.
James instructs the early Christians on waiting—one of the themes of Advent. But are we patient in our waiting? The busyness and social excitement
of this season makes us all feel that we’re in a hurry. To wait with patience is to take time to grasp more deeply the reason for our waiting, the coming of the Lord into our lives. Patient waiting prepares our hearts to be ready and our thoughts to be focused on the mystery of the one who will
come to dwell in our midst.
The Gospel moves to the end of John the Baptist’s life and to his inquiry about whether Jesus is the expected one, the one he foretold. Jesus’ response is twofold. He frames his answer by describing what he has done, echoing the prophetic words of Isaiah in the First Reading. Then he asks the
disciples a question and responds himself by describing the important role of John as prophet and messenger. As John’s role comes to an end, the
role of the one he announced is unfolding. John offers us a model of waiting, and also of being committed to our own ministry of announcing Jesus to
a waiting world.
This radical hope is the foundation of our Christian lives - God’s amazing dream realized in Jesus becomes our daily way of living. This lived faith is
expressed in Marge Piercy’s poem, “The Low Road.” “It goes on one at a time, it starts when you care to act, it starts when you do it again after they
said no, it starts when you say We and know who you mean, and each day you mean one more.”

Christmas Masses:
Saturday, December 24, 2016
4:00 PM - Immaculate Conception Church
6:30 PM - Immaculate Conception Church
6:00 PM - St. Patrick’s Church, Cambridge (Fr. Joseph Mali)

Sunday, December 25, 2016
9:00 AM - Immaculate Conception Church
11:00 AM - St. Patrick’s Church, Cambridge

Immaculate Conception Parish
December 10 & 11, 2016
This Week: December 10 & 11, 2016
Lay Ministers: Team 2
Counters: Terry Hewson, & Heather Hassett
Next Week: December 17 & 18, 2016
Lay Ministers: Team 3
Counters: Linda Bennett & Mike Bailey
(It is your responsibility to find a substitute if you are unable to
serve.)
YOUR SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS & ATTENDANCE
YOUR SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS December 3 & 4:
Offertory………………………..……$3,903.00
SMA…………………………………….$478.00
Candles………………………………$34.00
Total: $4,415.00
ATTENDANCE December 3 & 4:
4 PM……...131

9 AM…….158
Total: 289

DIVINE MERCY
Every Friday at 3:00 PM in our church we gather to pray the Divine
Mercy Novena. All are welcome.
Lions Club
The Lions Club is collecting donations for used prescription eye-glasses
and hearing aids. There is a box in the back left side of the church. All
donations are appreciated.
ELECTRONIC GIVING
Our automatic withdrawal system is now working well. This may be an
easy way for you to support our parish. Please contact our office for
more information. 686-5064
LOW GLUTEN HOSTS
We have low gluten hosts for anyone affected by Celiac disease. Call
our office for your hosts. 686-5064.
Holy Communion...Please be sure to let one of the greeters know if
you are unable to approach the altar. The usher will then make arrangements for Communion to be brought to your pew.

Advertiser of the Week …
We would like to thank
PICHE CONSTRUCTION

The Smallest Job to the Biggest Job
Located: Pittstown, NY
Fully Insured & Over 30 years in Business

(518) 858-7671
THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS MEET
EVERY 2ND & 4TH WEDNESDAY AT 7PM
IN THE ST. JOSEPH’S ROOM
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
CHURCH HALL.
ANY MAN IS WELCOME TO JOIN!

