Immaculate Conception Parish

WE PRAY CHRISTMAS
Our worship space is decorated with flowers, candles, trees, colorful banners, and a beautiful Nativity scene. The Lord’s
Table becomes today’s manger where God’s people are fed with Bread and Wine of Heaven. As we gather for Mass, we
sing “Glory to God’s peace to all people,” echoing the song of Bethlehem’s angels. Our response to the Hebrew Scriptures
is Psalm 96 and the canticle “Today our Savior is born, this is the Day, Christ our Savior is born.” We live in the eternal today of God! The Gospel acclamation shouts, “Good Christian friends rejoice, Alleluia!” When we gather around the Table
of the Lord, we proclaim with new born faith “you have set us free by Jesus’ Cross and Resurrection.” We are sent forth,
caught up in the love of God, unseen and beyond us, yet now born as one in us. May Christmas’ song resound in us every
day.

LITURGY SCHEDULE

Saturday, December 24
4:00 PM Mass
Immaculate Conception Church
“For Peace On Earth”
6:00 PM Mass
St. Patrick’s Church
6:30 PM Mass
Immaculate Conception Church
“For Immigrants and Children”

Sunday, December 25
9:00 AM Mass
Immaculate Conception Church
“For Our Families”
11:00 AM Mass
St. Patrick’s Church
Monday, December 26
NO MASS
Wednesday, December 28
NO MASS
Friday, December 30
12 Noon Mass
“For Our Families”

The nativity of the lord

december 25, 2016

Please bring any type of the following items:
canned fruit, peanut butter, jelly or oatmeal
to our donation box in church.
There is always a need for old bags to be reused.
Food Pantry Volunteers …
We are looking for volunteers at the Food Pantry to help.
If you are interested, please call Dianne Hosterman at 686-5310.

Next Class January 8, 2017
All Classes Grades K - 9th meet at St. Mary’s Academy on Sunday mornings from
10:15 - 11:30 AM. Grades 10 and up meet in the St. Joseph’s Room downstairs in
the church from 10:15 - 11:25 AM. If you have any questions, please contact
Deb Kapron Grades K-6 @205-5014 or Deb Mahar Grades 7-12 @ 686-1692.

Tuesday, December 27th and Friday, December 30th at 6:45 PM. We will begin at Wood Park and stroll
through the village with a song in our heart. Come along and share the joy of the season. Singers, bell
ringers, horn blowers, and merry makers of all ages are needed.
THANK YOU
Thank you to everyone that is making this Christmas so beautiful, wonderful and faith -filled.
Fr. Tom Zelker
OPEN DOORS
Our church is open 24 hours a day for prayer, meditation, adoration, and walking. For countless generations here in Hoosick Falls, our doors are holy because you come through the portals to worship: farmers
and factory workers; school children and teachers; newlyweds and nuns; moms and dads; soldiers and
travelers. We go forth renewed as disciples of Jesus, with hearts open in love for the world.
STONE SOUP
With cold winter weather, we have begun our ministry of Stone Soup. Anyone can make a pot of soup
(we supply the containers), and deliver them (we can help, too) to the Food Pantry and Wood Bridges/
Wood Park Apts. Call our office for information and to help. 686-5064

Saturday, December 31
4:00 PM Mass
“Happy New Year”

WE PRAY TO THE LORD
A new prayer intention book is now in Our Lady’s Chapel (on the north side of our church entrance). As
St. Paul reminds us, “never stop praying for each other,” uplifting all in God’s Spirit of Love.
NEW ALTAR SERVERS
Anyone in 3rd grade or older is invited to help out at Mass as an altar server.
Please let Fr. Tom Zelker know at church.

Sunday, January 1
9:00 AM Mass
Immaculate Conception Church
“For Peace Everywhere”
11:00 AM Mass
St. Patrick’s Church

SANCTUARY LAMP
12/26/16-12/31/16
In honor of the Risen Christ
we remember:
Deceased Members of the
Kelly & Clarke Families

THE CHURCH’S ONE FOUNDATION
Our Diocesan Offices of finance, pastoral planning, and building/construction have asked for a meeting on
January 25, 2017 with our trustees and steering committee representatives regarding our church difficulties and plans for our future. Our diocesan offices want to better understand the scope of our building
projects and how we can all work together. Please remember the power of prayer in all that we do.
Pastor: Fr. Tom Zelker (tomzelker@gmail.com)
Office Secretary: Tina Becker
Our Parish Office & Mailing Address
67 Main Street
Hoosick Falls, NY 12090
Phone: 518-686-5064
E-Mail: immconcept@roadrunner.com
Office Hours: Monday—Friday 10 AM to 4 PM
Website: www. icchoosickfalls.com

The Feast of Epiphany....We celebrate Christmas!
Epiphany is celebrate on Saturday, January 7th and Sunday, January 8th, 2017
What is the Gospel truth about Jesus and his birth, life, death, and Resurrection?
1.

On what day was Jesus born?

2.

In what kind of dwelling was Jesus born in according to the Gospel of Matthew? Where did the magi find Jesus' family? (Matthew
2: 9-11)

3.

How many magi were there? (Matthew 2:1-2)

4.

In this Gospel, what leads the magi to Jesus? (Matthew 2:1-2)

5.

According to the Gospel, what are their names?

6.

In the Gospel of Luke, Jesus is born in a manger because there was no room for them at the inn. And there were shepherds and
angels proclaiming peace to all as Jesus' birth was heralded? Why are there two different stories? Should we try to merge them?

7.

The magi react positively to Jesus' birth; who responds in a negative way? (Matthew 2:13-16)

8.

Joseph takes Jesus to Egypt and then comes back to Israel. Who is Jesus being compared to? Why?

9.

What are the 12 days of Christmas? And how long does this church season last? I saw Christmas trees being thrown out December
26!

Grandma, there's poopy in the Manger!

The Height of Heaven is born in the lowliness of the manger. The rich abundance of God is revealed in our poverty. Eternity dawns
with those who dwell in hidden recesses, a perpetual night as the lowest of society. Our eternal home is manifest in the outcast, the
wanderers, the homeless. The Glory of God is most radiant in the depth, even the darkness of the human heart. As with Mary and Joseph at the birth of Jesus, the seed of Love is planted, sown in our doubts, our fears, our dreams when we are most vulnerable or feel
insignificant...love is born within you...as you are even in your Cross, our quiet tombs.
The joy of God continues to be proclaimed when we savor our worth, our value, our dignity...and soaring to heights of heaven we make
it our purpose, our vocation, our faith-filled life to reach into the depths of hurt, alienation...to the victims of war and violence, to cradle the tears of the lonely and afraid, to stand with those who hunger, or reminded of inabilities or failings, to anyone shut out or told
they're not good enough, to those who are hated...and to love. It does no good to gather, rejoice, share presents, feel good unless we
go forth and become a new birth of love. Sadly we have not always been so good at that. It's hard to do...like the shepherds, Mary,
Joseph...we look down, not me, afraid, must be someone else, who is better.
Manure...there are piles of cow manure in our outdoor Nativity. What? Why? Sacrilege! Several years ago, at the same sight, a young
girl exclaimed," Grandma...there's poopy around the manger!" Yes, Jesus is born...incarnate in our human flesh...not perfectly pristine,
ideal, pure, or even self righteous, religiously holy...No Jesus is born into the reality of human life...born into our angers, binges, and
addictions, our failures and our fragile egos, our weakness as well as our strengths and triumphs, our acne and alzheimers...our courage and cowardice, our nobleness and insecurities, our fears and our fervent dreams...Love born into the stuff of your life...born into
your Cross, our Cross.
Realizing that because of this sacred birth we can hear St Paul's urging to go forth, temperately, consciously, realizing how we ought to
affect others...go forth justly working tirelessly for those kept out, shunned, put down, deprived of dignity, or without voice...go forth
devoutly...rededicating each breath to speak love, embrace in unity, and uplift with faith and give life to any entombed. Together, we
stand at the manger. And God is born in the real, the true stable of our lives.
A holy light radiates from this building today...let today become your Christmas for a lifetime; God's joy to the world because of you,
born forever in you right now.

Bea Peterson, Leonard Austin, Ray & Adelia St. Hilaire, Ruby Carver, Patsy Sheffer, Edward Maleady, Neill Waytkus, Cathy Diehl, Jackie
Eastwood, Briann Dimaggio, George Kaukus, Frannie Davendonis, Gayle Magisano, Terry Lettre, Jean Waytkus, Jay Accashian, Cheryl
Kresky, June Baker, John (J.D.) Ellis. Those who have been on the list for quite some time will still be prayed for, but will not appear in
the bulletin. If you are in need of prayer for yourself or someone you know, please call: Margaret O’Malley at 686-7835.
We ask for your prayers for the following:

Answers to the Feast of the Epiphany
Remember the Gospels were written as faith statements from the early Christian communities about who Jesus Christ, the Risen Savior, is for them. It was never intended to be read as science, history, or like a newspaper. Each story gives deeper meaning about
Christ and God's people rather than simply reading words on paper. Don't settle for less but always search for more!

The Church seasons are liturgical ...prayerful expressions of the community. Easter is celebrated for 50 days!....lots of joy and life!
Lent is 40 days....a journey of preparation for Easter. Advent is 4 Sundays of expectation and anticipation in preparation for Christmas and our future. Our Christmas season begins on December 25(or the vigil) and ends at the celebration of Jesus' Baptism...this
year on January 9,2017. We need these days of Christmas because, as one of our prayers states, " we are caught up in the love of
God whom we cannot see, yet now is born in time among us.” We need to let this sink in and revel in the mystery revealed in us.
Epiphany was usually on January 6...thence the 12 days of Christmas. This date, too, has changed over time and place...so the song
does not "fit" our Christian season anymore. Do not be limited by music on the radio, Walmart, or store sales days, or even when
we decorate our homes( trees do shed needles on the floor). Join in the celebration of the fullness and richness of this wonderfilled season and let the birth of God's love come everyday in you.

9.

Moses...for Jesus is the new Exodus...the new Passover who leads all people from bondage, slavery, sin, fear, and death into the
life and love of God.

8.

King Herod....the Gospels always present us with choices...for God and people or against.

7.

Remember these are two different faith stories; when we merge them , we lose their real purpose. The Infancy stories in Luke and
Matthew are like preludes for a great work of music....they show the major themes in the rest of the work . Luke's Gospel is concerned for the poor and the outcast...Jesus is revealed to the poorest and lowest of society...the shepherds. Jesus' family is from
Nazareth, yet he isn't born at the inn...where travelers and strangers stayed for a short time and then moved on...no he is born in a
manger ...to feed his people and remain with them (at the Lord's Table) forever. Matthew's community is made up of foreigners
and non-Jewish people. So Jesus is revealed as God for all kinds of people...even those far away. Instructed by Scripture, they came
to believe and went home transformed by the love of God to share the Good News. Don't just make the Gospels a cute story...Christmas is so much more than that! The Gospels of John and Mark do not mention the birth stories. In John, Jesus is the eternal Word that became human flesh...God truly born among us. Mark's Gospel begins with the baptism of Jesus when he starts his
ministry of Spirit filled witness to God.

6.

None are given....many are made up...such as Hormizdah, Yazdegerd, Hor, Basanater, and Gaspar.

5.

The star. But they need the revelation of Scripture to find Jesus in Bethlehem.

4.

We don't know. "Some" is often the word used. Over the course of the centuries, in Christian tradition, there have been two to
twelve magi( or astronomers, magicians, priests, kings). The number 3 comes from the gifts given (symbolizing Jesus' life, death,
and Resurrection). The "3 Kings" comes from a song written in the mid 1800's...not the Gospel. The lesson is that they represent
the best of pagan lore and religious practice and understanding. They are foreigners searching for the truth. God, in Jesus, is revealed to the whole world...not one clan, nation, or religion.

3.

They lived in a house. St. Francis of Assisi popularized the manger scene in the 1200's. Its more heartwarming than just having a
house.

2.

We don't know the date of Jesus' birth. There was an ancient pagan festival during the age of the Roman Empire that celebrated
the birth of "Mithras,” the Sun God on December 25, when the sun was "reborn" as the days got longer after the winter solstice.
Early Christians saw the obvious...the birth of the Son of God...even though other dates for Jesus' birth had been proposed. The
actual day and year are not important...the birth of God in the depth of our humanity is important.

1.

Immaculate Conception Parish
December 24 & 25, 2016
This Week: December 24 & 25, 2016
Lay Ministers: See Sign Up Sheet
Counters: Judy Flynn, Peg Bakaitis, & Jerry McAuliffe
Next Week: December 31 & 1, 2016
Lay Ministers: See Sign Up Sheet
Counters: Mike Baily, Mike Shea & Andrea White
(It is your responsibility to find a substitute if you are unable to
serve.)

YOUR SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS & ATTENDANCE
YOUR SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS December 17 & 18:

BULLETIN PRINTED IN ADVANCE

Total:
ATTENDANCE December 17 & 18:
4 PM……...

9 AM…….
Total:

DIVINE MERCY
Every Friday at 3:00 PM in our church, we gather to pray the Divine
Mercy Novena. All are welcome.
ELECTRONIC GIVING
Our automatic withdrawal system is now working well. This may be an
easy way for you to support our parish. Please contact our office for
more information. 686-5064
LOW GLUTEN HOSTS
We have low gluten hosts for anyone affected by Celiac disease. Call
our office for your hosts. 686-5064.
Holy Communion...Please be sure to let one of the greeters know if
you are unable to approach the altar. The usher will then make arrangements for Communion to be brought to your pew.

Advertiser of the Week …
We would like to thank
BIANCA’S PIZZA AND PASTA
21200 Rt 22 · Hoosick Falls, NY

518-686-3000

Pizza - Pasta - Wings - Subs & More
- Eat In or Take Out Delivery: Mon-Thurs 4-9PM
Fri & Sat 4-10PM
THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS MEET
EVERY 2ND & 4TH WEDNESDAY AT 7PM
IN THE ST. JOSEPH’S ROOM
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
CHURCH HALL.
ANY MAN IS WELCOME TO JOIN!

