Immaculate Conception Parish
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH
ST. MARY’S ACADEMY
ST. MARY’S CEMETERY
Bishop of Albany Diocese:
Edward Scharfenberger
Bishop Emeritus: Howard Hubbard
Our Parish Office & Mailing Address
67 Main Street
Hoosick Falls, NY 12090
Phone 518-686-5064
E-Mail: immconcept@roadrunner.com
Office Hours: Monday—Friday 10 AM to 4 PM
Website: www. icchoosickfalls.com
Pastor: Fr. Tom Zelker
tomzelker@gmail.com
Office Secretary: Tina Becker
Immaculate Conception Mass Schedule
Saturday, 4 PM & Sunday, 9 AM
Reconciliation, Saturday at 3 PM
Trustees: Elizabeth Ferrannini & Ed Gorman
Finance Council: Krissy Fauler
Pastoral Council Members
Virginia Cuddihy, Mike Brewster,
Jerry D’Acchille, Rick Ferrannini,
Karen Kaufman, JoAnn Shea and the two Trustees
Music Ministry: Richard Cherry
Worship & Environment: Marie Slattery

The Cross of Mercy
The Cross of Conversion
The Very Foundation of our Lives
God’s Conversation with us

WE PRAY - LENT
Our Church enters solemnly into this time of reflection, renewal, and conversion. Our Holy waters are still; “Alleluias” are not sung; bells are
silenced; pussy willow branches grace our gathering space as a sign of a new spring for all. We follow the Cross into worship, trusting in the
transformative power of the Cross, the Word of God, and the Table of the Lord. Our liturgy is a conversation between God and His people: we
listen; God speaks; we proclaim; we ask; God invites; we respond and serve. We sing in the ancient Greek of the first Christians: “Kyrie, Christe
eleison”; we are assured of the abundant mercy of Christ. Our response to the Hebrew Scriptures is Psalm 25: “To you, O Lord, I lift my soul.
To you, O Lord, I lift up my prayer.” Through out life’s journey we trust in God who is forever near. The Gospels tell the story of our encounter
with Christ; lives are changed.
As we gather around the Lord’s Table, we remember how you loved us through death to new life. Our mystery of faith is revealed in Christ’s
real presence among us in Bread and Wine as our beliefs come alive in our transformed lives. We share in this Holy Communion; we proclaim
the lived mystery of faith in Jesus’ death and Resurrection.
As we approach the Table of the Lord our God tenderly sings to us in the silence of our hearts: “ I am with you, I call you by name, come and
follow, always at home in me.”
When we complete our Communion we sing of our sacred call to act with justice, love tenderly, serve one another, and walk humbly with God.
Then we become evermore, People of the Cross. We become Hope for our world in Christ. We live God’s faith in us.

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday, March 25
4:00 PM Mass
Clarence Eldred
Robert Haynes
6:00 PM Mass
At D’Achille’s Home
Sunday, March 26
9:00 AM Mass
David Cuddihy
Dick Murphy
Monday, March 27
12 Noon Mass
Theresa Curtis
Tuesday, March 28
6:30 PM
Reconciliation Service
at St. Patrick’s Church
Wednesday, March 29
8:30 AM Mass
at St. Patrick’s Church
12:00 Noon Ecumenical Prayer
at the Hoosick Falls Baptist Church
Followed by a soup and sandwich lunch
Friday, March 31
12 Noon Mass
“For all of our children”

4th Sunday of lent

March 26, 2017
Please bring any type of the following items:
cake mixes, frosting and tuna fish
to our donation box in church.
There is always a need for old bags to be reused.
Food Pantry Volunteers …
We are looking for volunteers at the Food Pantry to help.
If you are interested, please call Dianne Hosterman at 686-5310.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Our next monthly communal anointing of the sick will be Sunday, April 23rd at 8:45 AM (before the 9 AM
Mass) and at 12 Noon (after the 11 AM Mass) at St. Patrick’s.
WORSHIP AND ENVIRONMENT MEETING
Monday, March 27th at 6:30 PM.
Up stairs in Church.
SIGN UP FOR HOLY WEEK MINISTRIES
We need you - Holy Thursday, Good Friday, The Great Easter Vigil, Easter Sunday: Please sign up in
church or at our office. Thank you.

Holy Thursday Mass: Thursday, April 13th, 7 PM
A cover dish supper at 5 PM precedes Mass: quiet prayer until 9:30 PM
Good Friday: Friday, April 14th
Ecumenical Way of the Cross, 12 Noon
The Lord’s Passion and Communion, 7 PM
Holy Saturday: Saturday, April 15th
Easter Vigil Mass 7:30 PM
(No 4 PM Mass this day)
Easter Sunday: Sunday, April 16th, 9 AM Mass

Saturday, April 1
4:00 PM Mass
Robert Haynes
James S. Leone
Peggy Pine

CLEANING HELP NEEDED!
We need some volunteers to help clean the church. Every Tuesday from 9-12.
If anyone is interested, please contact the church office at 686-5064. Thank you.

Sunday, April 2
9:00 AM Mass
Herb Anderson
Raymond St. Hilaire

THANKS SO MUCH!
For our St. Patrick’s dinner coordinators Linda Hutchins and Norma Abbott, and our cooks and workers
Don and Bette Bradley, Art Hyde and Jerry McAuliffe. The HFHS Jazz band under the direction of Melissa
Zimmerman was terrific.

St. Patrick's "Day After" feast and all that Jazz

ST. MARY’S ACADEMY
4 PARSONS AVENUE, HOOSICK FALLS, NY
PHONE: (518) 686-4314, FAX: (518) 686-5957
Mr. Michael Piatek, Principal, Mrs. Amanda Goyer, Assistant Principal,
Mrs. Mary Beth Smith, Secretary
St. Mary's Academy is the parish school of the Immaculate Conception Faith Community. Founded in 1891, St. Mary's Academy
provides education for students beginning in Pre-Kindergarten and continuing through Grade 8.

NEXT CLASS April 2, 2017
All Classes Grades K - 9th meet at St. Mary’s Academy on Sunday mornings from 10:15 - 11:30 AM. Grades 10 and up meet in the St. Joseph’s
Room downstairs in the church from 10:15 - 11:25 AM. If you have any
questions, please contact Deb Kapron Grades K-6 @205-5014 or Deb
Mahar Grades 7-12 @ 686-1692.

ST. MARY’S SPRING AUCTION
Plans are well underway for the annual spring auction that will raise
funds for St. Mary’s School.
Here’s how you can be a part of the fun and help secure the future of a
great school.

•

Save the date April 8, 2017, Doors open at 6:00pm at St. Mary’s

•

Donate an item, service or gift certificate to our live or silent auction.

•

Sponsor the event at the Gold ($1,000), Silver ($500), or Bronze
($250) levels.

•

Advertise in the auction pamphlet, $50 per ad.

Please contact Kate Keough at SMASpringAuction@yahoo.com or call
MaryBeth Smith at 518- 686-4314. Thank you for your continued support. We look forward to seeing you at the Spring Auction.

ST. MARY’S ACADEMY
ANNUAL LENTEN FISH FRY FRIDAYS
THE CHICKEN BBQ WILL BE HELD ON THE NORTH LAWN OF THE CHURCH

Join us every Friday during Lent for our weekly Fish Fry!
March 3rd ~ April 7th
5:00pm-7:00pm, or until we run out.
Held in the Immaculate Conception Church Hall
Fish Fry Dinner is $10.00 per person
Fish Fry, Fresh Cut French Fries, Side of Coleslaw, Coffee/Juice
and Dessert
Or Mac N Cheese for $5.00 - -Eat In or Take Out!
All proceeds benefit St. Mary’s Academy
Thank you for your support!

REFLECTING ON THE WORD
How is your sight? As I get older, my eyesight depends upon the assistance of glasses. But my insight is clearer, more open to seeing beyond
the surface in situations, events, or persons before making a judgment.
Lent sharpens our vision by inviting us to look into the heart and see as
God sees.
2017
We Listen We Pray We Respond
Saints of the Season


Communal Reconciliation Service - Tuesday, March 28th at 6:30
PM at St. Patrick’s Church in Cambridge.



Communal Reconciliation Service - Monday, April 3rd at 7 PM at
Immaculate Conception Church.



“Islam 101” - Teaching of our neighbor’s faith by Fr. Jim Kane Wednesday, April 5th at 6 PM at First United Presbyterian Church.
Co-sponsored by Immaculate Conception Church. Come and learn
about the Islamic Faith. Soup and sandwich dinner provided.



Chrism Mass - Thursday, April 6th at 7 PM at our Cathedral in Albany.



Ecumenical Way of the Cross - Good Friday April 14th at 12 noon.



Ecumenical Noontime Prayer every Wednesday from March 8th April 5th at the Hoosick Falls Baptist Church along with soup and
sandwich lunch.

 Wednesday, March 29th - hosted by St. Mark’s and All Saints
Churches

 Wednesday, April 5th - hosted by West Hoosick and Hoosick Baptist Churches


Fish Fry Fridays - March 3rd thru April 7th from 5 - 7 PM or until
they run out in our Church Hall. SMA’s delicious fish dinners.



Our Church is open 24 hours a day for prayer, meditation, quiet,
and walks (stations of the Cross prayer are available for your use)
Inspirational Materials available include:
 The Little Black Book “Lenten reflections on the Passion according to John”
 Catholic Prayer for Every Day
 Rice Bowls to help the poor
SCRIPTURE INSIGHTS

The Gospel reading describes an encounter between Jesus, a blind
man, and the Pharisees, which culminates in the answer to the disciple’s question, “Who sinned?” In the ancient world, sickness was believed to be the manifestation of sin. In the case of the man born blind,
the likely culprits would be the man’s parents. But Jesus counters that
not all sickness derives from sin, and in fact in this case, the man’s
blindness will lead not only to physical sight but spiritual vision as well.
As the narrative continues, it becomes apparent that the man “sees”
Jesus as a prophet and recognizes him as a man from God, while the
Pharisees remain blinded by their failure to recognize Jesus’ true identity. “If you were blind, you would have no sin, but now you are saying,
‘We see,’ so your sin remains”. The disciples’ question is answered.
The sin of the Pharisees remains because they are confident in their
own righteousness.

Jesus saw more than a surface in the man born blind. Jesus sees both a
person and an opportunity to make the works of God visible through
him. Ordinary clay, saliva, and washing heal the man’s physical blindness. His openness frees him to do as Jesus asked and so he gains sight.
As the story unfolds, he also gains insight into who Jesus is: naming
him prophet, from God, and Son of Man. He also gains the courage to
speak truth to the Pharisees, blinded by seeing only what they wanted
to see. By their refusal to look into the heart and really see Jesus and
the healed blind man, they choose sin. To sin one must know that
something is wrong and choose to do it.
Our union with Christ gives us light to distinguish truth from falsehood,
right from wrong, light from darkness. His light helps us see beyond
mere appearance and preconceptions into the heart. Are we willing to
see as God sees? Or does fear of rejection or change keep us blind, like
the man’s parents and the Pharisees? When we look into the heart, we
see others and ourselves as God does, people of light and darkness,
whose darkness, when named, can be healed. Turn to the light and ask
the Divine Physician to open your eyes.
A SPRING MORNING PRAYER
O Beloved Sacred Parent, I rise from sleep to join the great
dance of life. One with stars and planets no longer
visible because of the dawning light of our one star,
the sun, yet which are still blazing in beauty all about
me, I enter into prayer. One with this whole planet,
whose northern hemisphere is awakening to the
season of spring, I now awake to your hidden presence
in my life as I descend into my heart to be one with
you.
As darkness slides around this planet to the other side and
the light of our daystar reveals a springtime world, I
put flesh upon my silent song of love as I pray.
I rejoice that this simple expression of my affection for
you, Beloved One, rises in harmony with temple
chants, with the prayers of hermits as well as the lifeprayer of those preparing to begin a new workday.
While silent to my ears, I acknowledge the cosmic
chorus of adoration of which my prayer has been a
part.
Open as well my eyes of faith that I may see you hidden in
countless forms in the springtime beauty of creation
and in my brothers and sisters, each made in your
image. Remember my needs this day, especially the
need to grow in patience. Enlarge my heart that I may
love more and with greater zeal. I place before you at
the beginning of this new day the following intentions:
. I pray on this springtime morning especially
for the conversion of my society. May I, by simple
deed and word, be part of the redemptive work begun
by your son Jesus and so bring about justice and peace
on this small planet.
May I live in the spirit of hope, so alive in this season of
rebirth, as I begin my day
in your Holy Name
and in the name of your Son
and in the Spirit of the Holy. Amen.

Immaculate Conception Parish
March 25 & 26, 2017
This Week: March 25 & 26, 2017
Lay Ministers: Team #4
Counters: Judy Flynn, Peg Bakaitis & Jerry McAuliffe
Next Week: April 1 & 2, 2017
Lay Ministers: Team #1
Counters: Gina Harrison, Andrea White & Mary Merriman
(It is your responsibility to find a substitute if you are unable to
serve.)
YOUR SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS & ATTENDANCE
YOUR SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS March 18 & 19:
Offertory……………………………..$3,782.00
Candles……………………………….$34.00
Total: $3,816.00
ATTENDANCE March 18 & 19:
4 PM……...166

9 AM…….156
Total: 322

We ask for your prayers for the following:
Leonard Austin, Ray & Adelia St. Hilaire, Ruby Carver, Edward Maleady,
Neill Waytkus, Cathy Diehl, Jackie Eastwood, Briann Dimaggio, George
Kaukus, Frannie Davendonis, Gayle Magisano, Terry Lettre, Jean Waytkus, Jay Accashian, Cheryl Kresky, June Baker, John (J.D.) Ellis, Martha
Montana, Linda Bump, Rev. Mike Benoit, Lorraine Nelson, Michelle
Matla and Joe Trembley. Those who have been on the list for quite
some time will still be prayed for, but will not appear in the bulletin. If
you are in need of prayer for yourself or someone you know, please
call: Margaret O’Malley at 686-7835.
Lions Club
The Lions Club is collecting donations for used prescription eye-glasses
and hearing aids. There is a box in the back left side of the church. All
donations are appreciated.
ELECTRONIC GIVING
Our automatic withdrawal system is working well. This may be an easy
way for you to support our parish. Please contact our office for more
information.
DIVINE MERCY
Every Friday at 3:00 PM in our church, we gather to pray the Divine
Mercy Novena. All are welcome.
OUR PARISH HALL
If you would like to use our parish facilities or chairs/tables, please call
our office to make reservations. Your hall makes a fine place for family
gatherings.

Advertiser of the Week …
We would like to thank
J.A. Bradley & Sons, Inc.
P.O. Box 304
21953 NY Route 22
North Hoosick Rd., Hoosick Falls, NY 12090
518-686-5066
Fax: 518-686-4807
Since 1913
Electrical Contractors

