Immaculate Conception Parish
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH
ST. MARY’S ACADEMY
ST. MARY’S CEMETERY

Pastor: Fr. Tom Zelker
tomzelker@gmail.com
Office Secretary: Tina Becker

Bishop of Albany Diocese:
Edward Scharfenberger
Bishop Emeritus: Howard Hubbard
Our Parish Office & Mailing Address
67 Main Street
Hoosick Falls, NY 12090
Phone: 518-686-5064
E-Mail: immconcept@roadrunner.com
Office Hours: Monday—Friday 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM
Website: www. icchoosickfalls.com

Immaculate Conception Mass Schedule
Saturday at 4 PM & Sunday at 9 AM
Reconciliation: Saturday at 3 PM
Trustees: Elizabeth Ferrannini & Ed Gorman
Finance Council: Krissy Fauler
Pastoral Council Members
Virginia Cuddihy, Mike Brewster,
Jerry D’Acchille, Rick Ferrannini,
Karen Kaufman, JoAnn Shea and the two Trustees
Music Ministry: Richard Cherry
Worship & Environment: Marie Slattery

WE PRAY
AUTUMN ORDINARY TIME
We gather to rejoice in the mystery of God revealed in Jesus of Nazareth. This time of harvest beckons us to remember the Risen Christ
in our midst, the first fruits of the New Creation. Our lives, too, bring a rich harvest of justice, peace, and good will to be shared. Our
response to the Hebrew Scriptures is the Canticle from Matthew’s Beatitudes: “Rejoice and be glad! Blessed are you, holy are you!
Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the Kingdom of God!” This calls to mind our celebration of All Saints Day...dare we live as holy saints today, living as a blessing for all we encounter. Our bold “Alleluia” proclaims Jesus as our King; we approach the end of our church year
confident in God’s presence among us. As we gather at the Lord’s Table in Thanksgiving, we, with new found faith go to the heart of
the Cross and become life, hope, and people of Christ for each other and the whole world.

27th Sunday in ordinary time

October 8, 2017

Please bring any type of the following items:
tuna fish, canned fruit, canned goods, cookie/cake
mixes or toiletry items to our donation box in church.
There is always a need for old bags to be reused.
Food Pantry Volunteers …
We are looking for volunteers at the Food Pantry to help.
If you are interested, please call Dianne Hosterman at 686-5310.
Fresh vegetables may be brought to the new “veggie bin”
at the Food Pantry on John Street, anytime.

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday, October 7
4:00 PM Mass
Stanley Remancus
Bill Flynn
Steve Colvin
Sunday, October 8
9:00 AM Mass
Don & Phyllis Dickinson
Tyler Marcoux
Richard Tinkham
Helen Cuddihy Benkoski

Monday, October 9
NO MASS
Tuesday, October 10
10:30 AM
Mass at the Health Center
Wednesday, October 11
8:30 AM Mass
St. Patrick’s Church
Friday, October 13
12 Noon Mass
“For our Jewish
Sisters and Brothers”
Saturday, October 14
4:00 PM Mass
Bill Flynn
Sunday, October 15
9:00 AM Mass
David Cuddihy
Vincent & Anna Burns
Baby Burns
Ray & Maggie Conway

SANCTUARY LAMP
10/8/17 - 10/14/17
In honor of the Risen Christ
we remember:
Stanley Remancus

A harvest from our garden fruits of the Earth...abundance shared at our Food
Pantry. May our lives bring a harvest rich in justice, peace, and goodwill to be
shared with the whole world!
New Horizons of Faith: Beatitudes of Christian Living
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God.
Some facts to consider in relation to the latest deadliest mass shooting in American History


In the 477 days since the last deadliest mass shooting in American history (June 12, 2016 in Orlando)
there have been 521 mass shootings where 4 or more people were injured or killed at the same place
& time



On an average day 93 Americans are killed with guns, including 7 children, and over 200 are injured



Nearly two-thirds of firearm deaths in the US are suicides



The U.S. gun homicide rate is more than 25 times higher than the average of other developed nations



Since just 1968, more Americans have died from guns that the total of all the Americans who died in
all the wars in American History

An overwhelming majority of Americans and gun owners support background checks on all purchase and
restrictions on sales to the mentally ill and people on the no-fly list, but those laws have not been passed.
Ask your congressional representative if they support the current effort to loosen rules on gun silencers.
SUICIDE PREVENTION/AWARENESS WALK
Sunday, October 8, 2017 at 6PM
Beginning at the Mechanic Street entrance of the Hoosick River Greenway.
We walk and light luminaries with words of encouragement and hope.
This walk reminds us that we all matter
and we all are needed to support one another in love.
HOOSICK FALLS SCHOOL DISTRICT
CAPITAL PROJECT VOTE
Tuesday, October 17
9:00 AM to 9:00 PM
the High School

Thursday, November 2, 2017
12:00 Noon - Prayer of Sacred Memory at St. Mary’s Cemetery
6:00 PM - Solemn Vespers: Evening Prayer of Remembrance at Immaculate Conception Church
We pray with our people who have died this year. To remember anyone who has died this year outside of
our parish or town, please call our office. All are welcome and needed to join in faithful support of our
families.

ST. MARY’S ACADEMY
4 PARSONS AVENUE, HOOSICK FALLS, NY
PHONE: (518) 686-4314, FAX: (518) 686-5957
Principal, Mrs. Amanda Goyer
Mrs. Mary Beth Smith, Secretary
St. Mary's Academy is the parish school of the Immaculate Conception Faith Community. Founded in 1891, St. Mary's Academy
provides education for students beginning in Pre-Kindergarten and continuing through Grade 8.
Our first class is Sunday, October 22nd
immediately after our 9AM Mass.
All classes are at St. Mary’s Academy.
Registration forms are now available after Mass.
Dear Friends of SMA,
Thank you for buying deeds for our cow plop and car show. We hope
to see you Sunday at the Athletic Field from 10AM - 3PM.

Class assistants are needed. Yes, you can help make a difference in a
child’s life….contact Deb Kapron, Deb Mahar, or our parish office today.

For the next two weeks our students in grades 3 - 8 will be taking the
IOWA assessment exam. We wish them good luck as they join our other 21 schools in the diocese to take this national assessment.
Our Yankee Candle sale is back! Get some of your holiday shopping
done while supporting SMA! Orders may be placed through the catalog
until October 18th or online until January 10, 2018. Catalogs and order
forms are available at SMA or in the back of the church. Please bring
your completed order form and payment to SMA by October 18th.
Checks should be made payable to St. Mary’s Academy. There are no
shipping or sales tax charges when ordering through the catalog and
you will be notified when your order is ready for pick up at SMA.

FILL THE BUS
Help the hungry and poor of our area
by bringing canned goods, pasta, and cereal to the school bus
at Hoosick Falls Central School.
Come to the football game on Friday, October 13th
at 7:00 PM and bring an item to share.
Or drop off items at HFCS October 10 - 19th.
Or bring food to church anytime. Be a winner and share!

To place an order online, go to www.yankeecandlefundraising.com and
enter our Group Number 990006721 in the “Start Shopping” box.
Online orders will be shipped directly to your home! Thank you for
your support!
SMA is closed on Monday, October 9th in observance of the Columbus
Day holiday.

FRUITS OF THE EARTH AUTUMN RECIPES
Spinach and Bean Soup

As always, I encourage you to stop by and visit your parish school.
With many blessings,
-Mrs. Amanda Goyer-

A hearty Autumn Soup from the garden.
You will need:
Chicken broth
Several cloves of garlic
Sprigs of rosemary
A bit of crushed red pepper
A can of white or red cannellini beans
Diced tomatoes
Fresh, frozen, or canned spinach
6 tsp. of olive oil
Grated parmesan cheese
Combine broth, crushed garlic, rosemary leaves, pepper, spinach, oil,
and tomatoes in a pot and heat. Crush half of the beans and put them
all in the pot; gently boil. For an extra “hearty” soup, put some pasta
in. Sprinkle with parmesan cheese. Bon Appetit!

The 8th graders of SMA study geology, hydrology,
and the power of glaciers along the Hoosic River.

All college students: please let us know your address/phone/email so we can keep in touch. Our
college students receive food, letters, and seasonal
treats from our parish. Even if your college address
is the same as last year, please simply note that.
Study hard, have fun, and be well.

THE CHURCH’S ONE FOUNDATION
IS JESUS CHRIST HER LORD

PARISH REGISTRATION - CENSUS UPDATE
Please fill out and return the yellow registration form as soon as possible. This is for all parishioners - long time and new - so we can keep our
office ministry up to date. We’ve been doing this all summer...the July
flood hampered our efforts...and phone calls were made to help this
process. Thanks for your cooperation.

AN INCLUSIVE CHURCH IS LIKE A STAINED GLASS WINDOW
By Deacon Tom Lambert
When we see a stained glass window in a church, we are struck by the
beauty of the story it tells. The window usually depicts a story from
scripture or an aspect of our faith. Taken as a whole, the window gives
a complete picture of a particular story or inspiring moment. When we
approach the window and look closely at the art, we see that the window is made up of many pieces of glass. The pieces have different
shapes and sizes, some are large and some are tiny. We see that the
pieces are made of different colors. Upon closer inspection, we see
that the pieces have flaws in them, some have lines or cracks, others
have tiny air bubbles in the glass. But taken together as a whole, the
unique pieces, big and small, of various colors, with all their flaws transcend their individuality and come together at the hand of the artist to
give a dynamic story of faith. But what happens if part of the window is
missing? What if we were to remove all the purple pieces of glass, or
remove the large pieces, or the ones with bubbles in them? The picture would be incomplete. We would not get the whole story.
The body of Christ, the faith community, in one sense, is like a stained
glass window. It lives the story of redemption and salvation in the reality of everyday life. The pieces of the story are made up of many kinds
and sorts of people—young people, elderly people, married people and
single people, people of color, people of different shapes and sizes,
people who are divorced, people with various disabilities, etc...Like the
stained glass window, the body of Christ is made up of many parts. If
we intentionally or unintentionally exclude, discriminate against or
ignore one or more of the parts, we do not get the whole picture. We
are missing the full story. The picture is incomplete.
For people with mental illnesses the societal stigma and misperceptions
of the disease often keep them from participating in our parishes. The
stigma and misperception by society are felt within their own community of faith. Parishes, rather than mirroring the cultural biases of society, should be challenging those assumptions and accepting and reaching out to all people—to open doors and minds to the gifts of all God’s
people. In places where there are barriers, either physical or attitudinal, the image of God’s kingdom is far less clear and the story is incomplete. Parishes that truly welcome and include everyone in a proactive
way portray the story of redemption and salvation as a clear and beautiful image of God’s people.

After carpet cleaning, clear air test results (the air quality report is
available at our office), sealing off our basement hall, and seeking wisdom from our diocesan offices, our parish trustees, and pastoral council, Immaculate Conception Church is now open for Mass. Once again,
our church is open and lighted 24 hours a day for quiet prayer, meditation, inspirational walking, and reflection.
We learned in faith (while we celebrated Mass at St. Mary’s Academy)
that full, active participation of all members of our assembly makes our
Eucharist richer, beautiful, and more life giving; we can come closer
together literally in our common prayer; we are here to worship with
each other as community...not as isolated individuals; we support each
other as disciples of Jesus; a beautiful sacred space is important to us;
disruption and disrespect during Mass is rude and should not happen
(idle talk during Mass is an affront to our people, our faith, our God).
Our return to the Church cannot be misunderstood as a permanent
solution to our aging building (items that need to be addressed...roof,
walls, stained glass windows, outside drainage, oil tank) flood damage
(church hall, sub-basement, floors and walls,...and being in a flood
plain), and the size and participation of our worshipping community.
Together we must continue to honestly and prayerfully explore what it
means for us to be a strong church, including a clear understanding of
the financial and other demands on parishioners now and into the future. We also need to consider how our buildings help us serve the
wider community and allow us to gather in fellowship. Let us continue
to pray and work together and come to a faith-filled consensus.
We welcome back all who have been unable to worship with us at
SMA. May we always be a sign of hospitality for each other. We embrace with joy and genuine respect. We do not look at each other with
judgement, derision, or malice. May our beautiful Church of The Immaculate Conception, a vault of God’s immense love for all people,
inspire us to ever become Christ’s Church...here in Hoosick Falls and
throughout our world!
2017 AUTUMN DIOCESAN GATHERING
Saturday, October 21st
At Our Lady of Annunciation Church, Queensbury, NY
9AM - 1PM
“Communicating the Joy of the Gospel:
Reaching the Occasional Catholic”
Register at (518) 453 - 6670
We will share practical insights and a renewed sense of hope. All are
invited to this faith - filled day.
ROSARY RALLY
This year’s Rosary Rally
will be held on Saturday, October 14th
at 12:00 noon

YOU COUNT!
Every October, our Diocese records Mass attendance in all of our parishes. Your active participation at liturgy is vital today and into our
future.

at the Respect Life Park on the North Lawn
of Immaculate Conception Church.

Immaculate Conception Parish
October 7 & October 8, 2017
This Week: October 7 & October 8, 2017
Lay Ministers: Team #1
Counters: Terry Hewson & Heather Hassett
Next Week: October 13 & October 14, 2017
Lay Ministers: Team #2
Counters: Linda Bennett & Mike Bailey
(It is your responsibility to find a substitute if you are unable to
serve.)

YOUR SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS & ATTENDANCE
YOUR SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS September 30 & October 1:
Offertory………………………..……..$3,283.00
SMA………………………………………$337.00
Candles…………………….…………..$40.00
Total: $3,660.00
ATTENDANCE September 30 & October 1:
4 PM……...191

9 AM……. 134

Total: 325

Holy Communion...Please be sure to let one of the greeters know if you
are unable to approach the altar. The usher will then make arrangements for Communion to be brought to your pew.
LOW GLUTEN HOSTS
We have low gluten hosts for anyone affected by Celiac disease. Call
our office for your hosts. 686-5064.
Bulletin Submission Guidelines …
The Bulletin deadline for new submissions is noon on Tuesday. Send
submissions to: immconcept@roadrunner.com along with your name
and phone number.
We ask for your prayers for the following:
Linda Bump, Bill McAuliffe, Bob Smith, Alexandra Lettre, Ken Burns,
Marcus Martinez, Helen Restino, Bud Barber, Felicia Martelle, Baby
Rousseau, Frank Novak, Bill Green, Phyllis Bushner, Nicholas Waytkus,
Matthew Brewster, Pat Finzer, Mary McCaffery, Chick Thurber, Luka
Vincent Raziano, Armand Rousseau, Robert Sargood, Scott Williams,
Marie Godfrey, Sandy McCart, Allen Lyle, and Mary Carter. Those who
have been on the list for quite some time will still be prayed for, but
will not appear in the bulletin. If you are in need of prayer for yourself
or someone you know, please call: Margaret O’Malley at 686-7835.
ELECTRONIC GIVING
Our automatic withdrawal system is working well. This may be an easy
way for you to support our parish. Please contact our office for more
information.

Advertiser of the Week …
VILLAGE AT FILLMORE POND
802-447-7000
www.villageatfillmorepond.com
Independent Living
Residential Care
“Rose Lane” Memory Care

