Immaculate Conception Parish
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH
ST. MARY’S ACADEMY
ST. MARY’S CEMETERY

TOGETHER WE ARE
CHALLENGED, COMFORTED,
AND CONVERTED BY GOD’S
WORD.

TOGETHER WE GIVE THANKS
AND ARE SENT OUT INTO
OUR WORLD AS CHRIST’S
LOVING PEOPLE.

WE PRAY
AUTUMN ORDINARY TIME
We gather to rejoice in the mystery of God revealed in Jesus of Nazareth. This time of harvest beckons us to remember the Risen Christ
in our midst, the first fruits of the New Creation. Our lives, too, bring a rich harvest of justice, peace, and good will to be shared. Our
response to the Hebrew Scriptures is the Canticle from Matthew’s Beatitudes: “Rejoice and be glad! Blessed are you, holy are you!
Rejoice and be glad! Yours is the Kingdom of God!” This calls to mind our celebration of All Saints Day...dare we live as holy saints today, living as a blessing for all we encounter. Our bold “Alleluia” proclaims Jesus as our King; we approach the end of our church year
confident in God’s presence among us. As we gather at the Lord’s Table in Thanksgiving, we, with new found faith go to the heart of
the Cross and become life, hope, and people of Christ for each other and the whole world.

Our lord jesus christ, king of the universe

November 26, 2017

Please bring any type of the following items:
tuna fish, canned fruit, canned goods, cookie/cake mixes or toiletry items to our
donation box in church. There is always a need for old bags to be reused.
Food Pantry Volunteers … We are looking for volunteers at the Food Pantry
to help. If you are interested, please call Dianne Hosterman at 686-5310.

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday, November 25
4:00 PM Mass
Catherine Monahan
Kay Lanoue
Donald Williams
President John F. Kennedy
Sunday, November 26
9:00 AM Mass
Ski Bromirski
Monday, November 27
12 Noon Mass
Joseph E. Buckley, Jr.
Wednesday, November 29
8:30 AM Mass
St. Patrick’s
Friday, December 1
12 Noon Mass
“For Peace”
Saturday, December 2
10:00 AM
Remembrance Holy Hour
4:00 PM Mass
Tink Foster
Kasean Williams

SCRIPTURE INSIGHTS
Today, on the last Sunday of the liturgical year, we celebrate Christ as King of the Universe. The
readings are replete with images of God and Christ as shepherd and king of all creation.
The reading from the prophet Ezekiel begins at verse 11, after a fiery condemnation of the religious leaders earlier in the chapter. God announces that he himself will shepherd the people of Israel. He
will rescue the lost and heal the broken, but he will destroy those he judges to be bad, because he is the
defender of justice and protector of the disadvantaged.
In the Second Reading, Paul is teaching about resurrection of the body. He likens the resurrected Christ to the firstfruits, which the Temple priests offered as a dedication of the entire harvest to God.
Thus, as Christ was raised from the dead, we too will be raised. When the end comes, Paul says, and
Christ has destroyed all of the forces of evil—even death itself—he will hand over the Kingdom of God,
who is Lord of all.
In the Gospel, Matthew portrays the returning Christ as a shepherd-king who will separate the
good sheep from the bad ones. The imagery is most likely borrowed from Ezekiel 34, but clearly this is a
scene of end-time judgment. And what is the measure by which we will be judged? What we did or did
not do for the least of God’s little ones, Jesus says, we did or did not do for him. Truly, love of God is love
of neighbor.


Use the Gospel to reflect on your life choices over the past week. When and how have you ministered or failed to minister to Christ? Resolve to do at least one thing differently as we enter the new
liturgical year.
BELL RINGERS NEEDED
THIS HOLIDAY SEASON
Please consider donating 2 hours of your time to help ring the bell at Tops.
The money collected during this holiday season is used for emergency services
through HACA (Hoosick Area Church Association). All money stays in Hoosick Falls.
There is a sign up sheet in the back of the church. If you have any questions, please
feel free to contact the parish office.
LECTOR BOOKS ARE HERE
Readers at Mass can take their 2018 books that are available at church.
If you would like to proclaim God’s Word at Mass
please contact Mary Jones Merriam.
CEMETERY CLEANUP
Before the storms of winter come, please take any fragile decorations off your cemetery plots.
Your cooperation will help in our spring cleanup.
Thank you!
WORSHIP & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING
Saturday, December 2nd at 12:00 Noon in the Church.

Sunday, December 3
9:00 AM Mass
Ruby Carver
Patrick Flynn

SANCTUARY LAMP
11/26/17 - 12/2/17
In honor of the Risen Christ
we remember:
Betty & Nora Shea

STONE SOUP GROUP
With colder days and longer nights upon us, let us
not forget our homebound and elderly neighbors. A
shared bowl of soup warms the heart and soul.
Hearty soups (no spicy or cream soups) can be made
(we have the containers at the rectory) and brought
to the Food Pantry, Wood Bridge, or Wood Park
Apts. (even the rectory office if you prefer us to deliver). Rather than “no soup for you!” may we bring
care and a smile to all.

MEMORIAL PRAYER SERVICE
The Smith Family of the Mahar Funeral Home
would like to extend an invitation to your family
and friends to a memorial prayer service. A prayer
gathering in memory of your loved one who
passed away in the year 2017. The prayer service
of all faiths will take place at the Immaculate Conception Church on Saturday, December 2, 2017 at
10:00 AM.

ST. MARY’S ACADEMY
4 PARSONS AVENUE, HOOSICK FALLS, NY
PHONE: (518) 686-4314, FAX: (518) 686-5957
Principal, Mrs. Amanda Goyer
Mrs. Mary Beth Smith, Secretary
St. Mary's Academy is the parish school of the Immaculate Conception Faith Community. Founded in 1891, St. Mary's Academy
provides education for students beginning in Pre-Kindergarten and continuing through Grade 8.

Our next class is December 3rd
All classes are at St. Mary’s Academy.
Dear Friends of SMA,
Next weekend wreaths will be available for pick up. Pick up times are
as followed at SMA:
Friday, December 1st from 2:30pm-5:30pm
Saturday, December 2nd from 12:00pm-4:00pm
Sunday, December 3rd from after the 9am Mass
until 11:30am
Tickets are on sale now for our 15th annual cabaret on Saturday, December 9th. Doors open at 6:00pm and the West Side Drive Band, featuring local band members and parishioners Krissy Fauler and Dave
Stagnitti, will take the stage at 7:00pm. Come and enjoy a light fare,
dessert auction, cash bar, wine pull, and silent auction. Ben Patten of
Magic 590am and 100.5fm will serve as MC for the evening. Tickets are
just $20/person and $25/person at the door. You can also reserve a
table of 8 for just $150.00. Call SMA at 518-686-4314 to reserve your
seat or purchase your seats online at www.smahf.org .
As always, I encourage you to stop by and visit your parish school.
With many blessings,
-Mrs. Amanda Goyer-

The Giving Tree will be up Saturday, November 25th through Sunday,
December 10th. This year we are giving out pajamas. Pajamas will be
given to each child in the family, sizes from toddlers through adults.
Pajamas MUST be in the church under the tree UNWRAPPED by Sunday, December 10th 9AM Mass. Gift Cards are welcome and will be
given to families as needed, monetary donations can also be made and
dropped off at the parish office Monday through Friday from 10AM to
4PM.
All pajamas and food baskets will be going out and ready for pick up on
Saturday, December 16, 2017 from 10AM to 12PM at the Hoosick Falls
Baptist Church. If you are in need of assistance this year, or know of
someone in need of help, please contact parish office at 686-5064 or
Pat Hayes at SMA at 686-4314.
Your generosity is always appreciated. Thank you in advance for your
support.

Class assistants are needed. Yes, you can help make a difference in a
child’s life….contact Deb Kapron, Deb Mahar, or our parish office today.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS COOKIES
Thursday, November 30th @ 5:00 PM
at the Hoosick Falls Armory
Cub Scout Pack 64, from Hoosick Falls, NY will be packaging up donated
cookies and shipping them to our soldiers for Christmas. We need your
help. If you could donate a dozen cookies (NO NUTS, NO JAMS, NO
FROSTINGS just basic simple cookies) that will ship well and have them
to the Hoosick Falls Armory by 5:00 pm on Thursday, November 30th,
you will help make a soldiers holiday feel more like home. If you have
any questions, please feel free to contact Tina Becker at (518) 2320846.

ADVENT
Human beings cannot live without hope. Unlike the animals, we are blessed—or cursed—with the ability to think about the future and to
fear our actions to shaping it. So essential is this to human life, that human beings cannot live without hope, without something to live for, without
something to look forward to. To be without hope, to have nothing to live for, is to surrender to death in despair. But we can find all sorts of things to
live for and we can hope for almost anything: for some measure of success or security or for the realization of some more or less modest ambition; for
our children, that they might be saved from our mistakes and sufferings and find a better life than we have known; for a better world, throwing ourselves into politics or medicine or technology so that future generations might be better off. Not all these forms of hope are selfish; indeed, they have
given dignity and purpose to the lives of countless generations.
But one of the reasons why we read the Old Testament during Advent is to learn what to hope for. The people of the Old Testament had
the courage to hope for big things: that the desert would be turned into fertile land; that their scattered and divided people would eventually be
gathered again; that the blind would see, the deaf hear, the lame walk; that not only their own people, but all the peoples of the earth, would be united in the blessings of everlasting peace. Clearly, their hopes were no different from ours or from any human being’s: lasting peace, tranquil lives,
sufficiency of food, an end to suffering, pain and misery.
Thus we hope for the same things as the Old Testament people, for their hopes are not yet realized. But we differ from them in two ways.
First, the coming of Jesus in history, as a fulfillment of God’s promises, immeasurably confirms and strengthens our hope. Secondly, we differ from
the Old Testament people because Jesus has revealed to us that God is not afar off, but is already in our midst. Hence the importance in the Advent
liturgy of John the Baptist and of Mary: because they recognized the new situation, they serve as models for the Church in discerning the presence of
our Savior in the world.
The ancient prophets inspire us to seek “the more;” not settle for “the less;” and to follow the light even through darkness. Advent is our
time to do the same.
ADVENT PRAYER, PRAISE AND SERVICE
The Giving Tree will be in the Church for the Christmas Basket Program. Pajamas should be returned, UNWRAPPED, by Sunday, December 10th.

•

Saturday, December 2nd at 10:00 AM - Memorial Prayer Service at Immaculate Conception Church, sponsored by the Smith family. We remember those who died this past year.

•

Sunday, December 3rd at 10:00 AM - St. Nicholas Visit at the conclusion of Mass. The generous Saint reminds us of the season’s reason.

•

Tuesday, December 5th at 6:00 PM - Communal Reconciliation Service at Immaculate Conception Church.

•

Thursday, December 7th at 6:00 PM - Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception Mass at St. Patrick’s Church.

•

Friday, December 8th at 12 Noon and 6:00 PM - Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception Mass at Immaculate Conception Church. At the conclusion of Mass we light our parish Christmas tree and rededicate our outdoor Nativity Scene. Music by the Hoosick Brass Ensemble.

•

Saturday, December 9th at 6:00 PM - Cabaret at St. Mary’s at SMA. Music by “West Side Drive.”

•

Monday, December 11th at 6:00 PM - Communal Reconciliation Service at St. Patrick’s Church.

•

Wednesday, December 13th at 6:00 PM - Advent Seasonal Concert at Immaculate Conception Church. Uplifting music by the children of SMA.

•

The Prophetic Imagination - Inspiring and challenging words from Biblical prophets, their excuses and their search for truth. Available in church.

•

The Little Blue Book - Reflections for the season from the Gospel of Matthew.

•

Open for Prayer and Peace - Our church is open and lighted 24 hours a day. The Immaculate Conception stained glass window is lighted every
evening until 9PM.
A NEW YEAR—NEW BEGINNINGS

“Advent has a two-fold character, for it is a time of preparation for the Solemnities of Christmas, in which the First Coming of the Son of God to humanity is remembered, and likewise a time when, by remembrance of this, minds and hearts are led to look forward to Christ’s Second Coming at the
end of time. For these two reasons, Advent is a period of devout and expectant delight.”

Christmas Mass:
Sunday, December 24, 2017
4:00 PM - Immaculate Conception Church
6:00 PM - St. Patrick’s Church, Cambridge
6:30 PM - Immaculate Conception Church

Monday, December 25, 2017
9:00 AM - Immaculate Conception Church
11:00 AM - St. Patrick’s Church, Cambridge

Immaculate Conception Parish
November 25 & November 26, 2017
This Week: November 25 & November 26, 2017
Lay Ministers: Team #4
Counters: Judy Flynn, Peg Bakaitis, & Jerry McAuliffe
Next Week: December 2 & December 3, 2017
Lay Ministers: Team #1
Counters: Mike Shea, Gina Harrison, & Andrea White
(It is your responsibility to find a substitute if you are unable to
serve.)

YOUR SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS & ATTENDANCE

YOUR SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS November 18 & 19:
Offertory……………………………..……..$3,041.30
Catholic Campaign..…………………….$118.00
Fuel……………………………………………$1,388.00
Candles...…………………….……………...$61.00
Total: $4,608.30
ATTENDANCE November 18 & 19:
4 PM……...125

9 AM……. 177

Total: 302

Holy Communion...Please be sure to let one of the greeters know if you
are unable to approach the altar. The usher will then make arrangements for Communion to be brought to your pew.
Bulletin Submission Guidelines …
The Bulletin deadline for new submissions is noon on Tuesday. Send
submissions to: immconcept@roadrunner.com along with your name
and phone number.
We ask for your prayers for the following:
Bob Smith, Alexandra Lettre, Ken Burns, Marcus Martinez, Helen Restino, Bud Barber, Baby Rousseau, Frank Novak, Bill Green, Nicholas Waytkus, Pat Finzer, Mary McCaffery, Chick Thurber, Luka Vincent Raziano,
Armand Rousseau, Robert Sargood, Scott Williams, Marie Godfrey,
Allen Lyle, Mary Carter, Janet Smith, Sandy Freeman, Kari Bornt, Diane
Grogan, Corinne Philpott, Helen Hogan, David Martin, Rosemary O’Malley, and Ron Dooley. Those who have been on the list for quite some
time will still be prayed for, but will not appear in the bulletin. If you
are in need of prayer for yourself or someone you know, please call:
Margaret O’Malley at 686-7835.
ELECTRONIC GIVING
Our automatic withdrawal system is working well. This may be an easy
way for you to support our parish. Please contact our office for more
information.

Advertiser of the Week …
MCNALLY’S INSURANCE
C.H. McNALLY & SON, INC.
Robert M. Melesky, President
PO Box 96, Main Street
Eagle Bridge, NY 12057

(518) 686-9442

