Immaculate Conception Parish
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH
ST. MARY’S ACADEMY
ST. MARY’S CEMETERY

Bishop of Albany Diocese:
Edward Scharfenberger
Bishop Emeritus: Howard Hubbard
Our Parish Office & Mailing Address
67 Main Street
Hoosick Falls, NY 12090
Phone: 518-686-5064
E-Mail: immconcept@roadrunner.com
Office Hours: Monday—Friday 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM
Website: www. icchoosickfalls.com
Pastor: Fr. Tom Zelker
tomzelker@gmail.com
Office Secretary: Tina Becker
Immaculate Conception Mass Schedule
Saturday, 4 PM & Sunday, 9 AM
Reconciliation, Saturday at 3 PM

Gathered at the Lord’s Table,

Trustees: Elizabeth Ferrannini & Ed Gorman
Finance Council: Krissy Fauler
Pastoral Council Members
Virginia Cuddihy, Mike Brewster,
Jerry D’Acchille, Rick Ferrannini,
Karen Kaufman, JoAnn Shea and the two Trustees
Music Ministry: Richard Cherry
Worship & Environment: Marie Slattery

we live in joyful expectation...a People of Hope

WE PRAY
ADVENT
Purples and blues grace our worship space. They invite us into a conversion process as the Day of the Lord dawns upon us. We begin
our liturgy in quiet. We light our wreath, remembering God’s forever faithful love, singing the ancient “Maranatha”...“Come Lord,
come Lord Jesus. Give your people hope! Come Lord, come Lord Jesus, and lead your people home.” Our response to the Hebrew
Scriptures is Psalm 27: “The Lord, is my light and my salvation, of whom should I be afraid?” The Gospel acclamation is the bold “soon
and very soon.” we cannot wait the fulfillment of God among us...we live in wondrous anticipation. The ancient Creed comes to us
from the earliest Church and we walk by faith today. We gather around the Lord’s Table for our Eucharist. We give thanks for God’s
life giving presence among us this day, even as we look for Christ’s coming again. As we pray and are sent out as new disciples we sing
“Come, let’s build the Holy City, a family of love, a new tomorrow where all are free and welcomed, where truth and justice flourish.
May the Light of God reform us as God’s Holy People.

1st Sunday of advent

december 3, 2017

Please bring any type of the following items:
tuna fish, canned fruit, canned goods, cookie/cake mixes or toiletry items to our
donation box in church. There is always a need for old bags to be reused.

LITURGY SCHEDULE

Food Pantry Volunteers … We are looking for volunteers at the Food Pantry
to help. If you are interested, please call Dianne Hosterman at 686-5310.

Saturday, December 2
10:00 AM
Remembrance Holy Hour
4:00 PM Mass
Tink Foster
Kasean Williams
B.G. James J. Kenney
Sunday, December 3
9:00 AM Mass
Ruby Carver
Patrick Flynn
Francis X. Murphy
Monday, December 4
12 Noon Mass
“For Children Everywhere”
Wednesday, December 6
NO MASS
9:45 AM
Communion at the Danforth
10:30 AM
Communion at the HFHC
Thursday, December 7
6:00 PM
Solemnity Mass
St. Patrick’s Church
Friday, December 8
12 Noon Mass
Manuel Custodio
6:00 PM
Solemnity Mass
Immaculate Conception Church

The Giving Tree will be up Saturday, November 25th
through Sunday, December 10th. This year we are
giving out pajamas. Pajamas will be given to each
child in the family, sizes from toddlers through
adults. Pajamas MUST be in the church under the
tree UNWRAPPED by Sunday, December 10th 9AM
Mass. Gift Cards are welcome and will be given to
families as needed, monetary donations can also be
made and dropped off at the parish office Monday
through Friday from 10AM to 4PM.
Your generosity is always appreciated. Thank you in
advance for your support.

Our next class is December 3rd
All classes are at St. Mary’s Academy.
Class assistants are needed. Yes, you can help make a difference in a child’s
life….contact Deb Kapron, Deb Mahar, or our parish office today.
NEW ALTAR SERVERS
Anyone in 3rd grade or older is invited to help out at Mass as an altar server.
Please let Fr. Tom Zelker know at church.

Saturday, December 9
4:00 PM Mass
Richard Martelle
Virginia G. Cuddihy
Catherine Trimble
Iris Doris Petillo
Sunday, December 10
9:00 AM Mass
Deceased Members of the
Ambrosino & Bagnoli Families

SANCTUARY LAMP
12/3/17 - 12/9/17
In honor of the Risen Christ
we remember:
Kasean, Donald, & Victor Williams

we share our blessings…

volleyball impasse …

we take care of each other

and the college team prevailed

THE PROPHETIC IMAGINATION
The task of prophetic ministry is to nurture, nourish, and evoke a consciousness and perception alternative to the consciousness and perception of the dominant culture. We look honestly at the way things are and energize people and communities by the promise of another time and situation toward which the community of faith may move. We live in fervent
anticipation of the newness that God has promised and will surely give. Prophets speak and live in imaginative ways that
evoke newness fresh from the Word of God. For Christians, Jesus is the ultimate revelation of God among us. Christ’s
birth, ministry, Passion, Death, and Resurrection is the prophetic enfleshment of God for us. We need not settle into complacency, arrogance, fear, anger, or despair. Imagine who we are and who we are to become in Christ. Imagine and let
your life speak boldly, creatively, and grounded in hope…for Christ is beckoning us back to our future today!
Isaiah: His excuse…I feel superior to these people; I’m too good for them. It can’t be me, I’ve a bad mouth.
God responds: I touch your lips with my presence; sin is purged and wickedness is removed. If not you, then whom shall I
send? You are transformed; hear my summons to be my messenger.
The prophet’s mission: We have an intense search for a viable future. A new community, people, is rising out of the old,
where justice, and uprightness are established forever. Proclaim “Emmanuel”…God is with us. So hope and live the ideals.
Jeremiah: His excuse…I’m too young. No one will listen. I don’t know how to speak.
God responds: Before you were in the womb I formed you and I know you. You were dedicated before you were born. Do
not be afraid, I am with you. You shall speak to the whole nation.
The prophet’s mission: Only an inner transformation of the people’s collective “unconscious” could bring about any real or
lasting renewal. Even in exile, we need to become more wholehearted toward God and have a future full of hope. We
need to get back to basics and care for each other in supportive and loving ways.
Hosea: His excuse…My life is a wreck; its falling apart. My own wife is unfaithful; she is a prostitute.
God responds: Remember, no matter what I am with you as the faithful one.
The prophet’s mission: Go and speak to my people about their infidelity. God will not give up on them. I will always wait
for their coming home. Even in the bleakest conditions there is hope.
Amos: His excuse…I’m too busy. I have two jobs and I’m stressed. How do I have enough time for my family and friends.
God responds: The Lord needs to be heard by the people in you. We are all busy…but go to my people now.
The prophet’s mission: Take care of the poor and needy. Work for justice above all else and the rights of all people. All
people are to respect each other. Complacent worship must change…we cannot neglect other people.
Micah: His excuse…there is so much wrong…people are so greedy and selfish.
God responds: The strength of my Spirit is in you. You are infused with moral energy and courage. Remain silent, no longer.
The prophet’s mission: To accuse the nation of its crime and sin. Do not exploit other’s weakness, know the consequences
of bad behavior.
Ezekiel: His excuse…afraid; in exile, hopeless.
God responds: I remove your heart of stone and place a new heart in you.
The prophet’s mission: awaken a hopeless people and prepare them for new beginnings with new spirit. God’s reign does
not come by might or power but by caring and hope filled words. We need to be an awaker of hope, an arouser of the will
to goodness and to life for each individual.

ADVENT
THE MEANING
“O Come, O Come Emmanuel!” Our sanctuaries and our homes ring with these ancient words of invitation and welcome as we embrace the
season of Advent. Quieting ourselves, much as the coming of winter stills and quiets the natural world, we seek to prepare a place for Christ to come
again and to be born anew—for his coming or “advent”—in our hearts and in our world. We remember his entry into human life as a vulnerable newborn, and remembering the Paschal Mystery, we also affirm when he will return in glory at the Parousia, the fulfillment of salvation history.
The coming of the Messiah was a source of hope and anticipation in the life of the people of Israel. Frequently subjugated and often enslaved, they looked to the coming of the savior of the Jewish people as a horizon of promise. In these weeks of Advent, we hear many stories of the
covenant that God has entered into with his chosen people.
We also hear of the expansion of God’s call to the entire human family through his Son, Jesus Christ. We believe that the Messiah sent to
save Israel is, in fact, the Savior of all people. All are called to come to God’s holy mountain.
The invitation is not passive. We hear the voice of John the Baptist crying out from the wilderness, inviting all who would seek repentance
to the waters of baptism. John does not sit silently, hoping that people will somehow find him, however much that might be to their benefit. His
invitation to us is active. Similarly, Jesus reminds us to “be alert” for the signs that redemption is at hand. The story of the Virgin Mary, who trusted
and said yes to bearing God into human form, reminds us that when we hear God calling, our response should be trust and affirmation.
It is ironic that in our age, what should be a season of stillness, listening, and waiting becomes a season of frenetic busyness. In the bustle of
“making” Christmas—decorating, buying gifts, preparing food, and entertaining—we can find ourselves exhausted and depleted.
Yet, Advent is an ideal time to encourage community members to reach out and include people in the life of our parishes. This can be challenging for Catholics. While members may know of people who are rooted in the Catholic tradition, they may feel hesitant to invite them to join us at
Mass, afraid that they’ll be perceived as pushy or, even worse, holy rollers. We need to actively help people remember that we are inviting people to
experience something wonderful and extraordinary when we bring them to the Eucharist: a relationship with a God so intimate that he chose to become one with the human family by taking on human form.
ADVENT PRAYER, PRAISE AND SERVICE
The Giving Tree will be in the Church for the Christmas Basket Program. Pajamas should be returned, UNWRAPPED, by Sunday, December 10th.

•

Saturday, December 2nd at 10:00 AM - Memorial Prayer Service at Immaculate Conception Church, sponsored by the Smith family. We remember those who died this past year.

•

Sunday, December 3rd at 10:00 AM - St. Nicholas Visit at the conclusion of Mass. The generous Saint reminds us of the season’s reason.

•

Tuesday, December 5th at 6:00 PM - Communal Reconciliation Service at Immaculate Conception Church.

•

Thursday, December 7th at 6:00 PM - Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception Mass at St. Patrick’s Church.

•

Friday, December 8th at 12 Noon and 6:00 PM - Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception Mass at Immaculate Conception Church. At the conclusion of Mass, we light our parish Christmas tree and rededicate our outdoor Nativity Scene. Music by the Hoosick Brass Ensemble.

•

Saturday, December 9th at 6:00 PM - Cabaret at St. Mary’s at SMA. Music by “West Side Drive.”

•

Monday, December 11th at 6:00 PM - Communal Reconciliation Service at St. Patrick’s Church.

•

Wednesday, December 13th at 6:00 PM - Advent Seasonal Concert at Immaculate Conception Church. Uplifting music by the children of SMA.

•

The Prophetic Imagination - Inspiring and challenging words from Biblical prophets, their excuses and their search for truth. Available in church.

•

The Little Blue Book - Reflections for the season from the Gospel of Matthew.

•

Open for Prayer and Peace - Our church is open and lighted 24 hours a day. The Immaculate Conception stained glass window and steeple are
lighted every evening until 9PM.
A NEW YEAR—NEW BEGINNINGS

“Advent has a two-fold character, for it is a time of preparation for the Solemnities of Christmas, in which the First Coming of the Son of God to humanity is remembered, and likewise a time when, by remembrance of this, minds and hearts are led to look forward to Christ’s Second Coming at the
end of time. For these two reasons, Advent is a period of devout and expectant delight.”

Christmas Mass:
Sunday, December 24, 2017
4:00 PM - Immaculate Conception Church
6:00 PM - St. Patrick’s Church, Cambridge
6:30 PM - Immaculate Conception Church

Monday, December 25, 2017
9:00 AM - Immaculate Conception Church
11:00 AM - St. Patrick’s Church, Cambridge

Immaculate Conception Parish
December 2 & December 3, 2017
This Week: December 2 & December 3, 2017
Lay Ministers: Team #1
Counters: Mike Shea, Gina Harrison, & Andrea White
Next Week: December 9 & December 10, 2017
Lay Ministers: Team #2
Counters: Terry Hewson & Heather Hassett
(It is your responsibility to find a substitute if you are unable to
serve.)

YOUR SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS & ATTENDANCE

YOUR SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS November 25 & 26:
Offertory……………………………..……..$2,986.00
SMA………………….....…………………….$10.00
Fuel……………………………………………$135.00
Candles...…………………….……………...$41.00
Total: $3,172.00
ATTENDANCE November 25 & 26:
4 PM……...120

9 AM……. 161

Total: 281

Holy Communion...Please be sure to let one of the greeters know if you
are unable to approach the altar. The usher will then make arrangements for Communion to be brought to your pew.
Bulletin Submission Guidelines …
The Bulletin deadline for new submissions is noon on Tuesday. Send
submissions to: immconcept@roadrunner.com along with your name
and phone number.
We ask for your prayers for the following:
Bob Smith, Alexandra Lettre, Ken Burns, Marcus Martinez, Helen Restino, Bud Barber, Baby Rousseau, Frank Novak, Bill Green, Nicholas Waytkus, Pat Finzer, Mary McCaffery, Chick Thurber, Luka Vincent Raziano,
Armand Rousseau, Robert Sargood, Scott Williams, Marie Godfrey,
Allen Lyle, Mary Carter, Sandy Freeman, Kari Bornt, Diane Grogan,
Corinne Philpott, Helen Hogan, David Martin, Rosemary O’Malley, Ron
Dooley, and Mary Slingerland. Those who have been on the list for
quite some time will still be prayed for, but will not appear in the bulletin. If you are in need of prayer for yourself or someone you know,
please call: Margaret O’Malley at 686-7835.
ELECTRONIC GIVING
Our automatic withdrawal system is working well. This may be an easy
way for you to support our parish. Please contact our office for more
information.

Advertiser of the Week …
LAW OFFICES OF
EDWARD J. GORMAN, ESQ., PLLC
Attorney and counselors at Law
5 Main Street, PO Box 68, Hoosick Falls, NY 12090
Edward J. Gorman, Esq.
Phone (518) 686-4331 · Fax (518) 930-4808
egorman@ejglaw.com

