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Pastor: Fr. Tom Zelker
tomzelker@gmail.com
Office Secretary: Tina Becker

Edward Scharfenberger
Bishop Emeritus: Howard Hubbard

Immaculate Conception Mass Schedule
Saturday, 4 PM & Sunday, 9 AM
Reconciliation: Saturday at 3 PM

Our Parish Office & Mailing Address
67 Main Street
Hoosick Falls, NY 12090
Phone: 518-686-5064
E-Mail: immconcept@roadrunner.com
Office Hours: Monday—Friday 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM
Website: www. icchoosickfalls.com

Trustees: Elizabeth Ferrannini & Ed Gorman
Finance Council:
Krissy Fauler, Dave Stagnetti & Mike Sanders
Pastoral Council Members
Virginia Cuddihy, Mike Brewster,
Jerry D’Acchille, Rick Ferrannini,
Karen Kaufman, JoAnn Shea and the two Trustees
Music Ministry: Richard Cherry
Worship & Environment: Marie Slattery

WE PRAY WINTER 2018
Our liturgies are simpler yet still profound. The ordinarious of our worship space calls our attention to our ambo (pulpit) where God’s Word is proclaimed and the Lord’s Table where we give thanks for Christ’s continual love. Our response to the Hebrew Scriptures is Psalm 100: “We are God’s
People, the flock of the Lord.” What a unique fellowship! What noble dignity, worth, and purpose we possess! Our Gospel acclamation sings out:
“Alleluia, give thanks to the Risen Lord.” We become the Word, we spread the Word in our living out the Gospel. Coming to Table, we join together
as one people of faith. We remember Jesus’ supper and we, too, enter into this mystery “when we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we proclaim
your Death O Lord, until you come again.” We enter into the Cross of our world with a holy faith in Resurrection.

2nd Sunday in ordinary time

January 14, 2018

Please bring any type of the following items:
tuna fish, canned fruit, canned goods, cookie/cake mixes or toiletry items to our
donation box in church. There is always a need for old bags to be reused.
Food Pantry Volunteers … We are looking for volunteers at the Food Pantry
to help. If you are interested, please call Dianne Hosterman at 686-5310.
LITURGY SCHEDULE

Saturday, January 13
4:00 PM Mass
Elizabeth Yager
Agnes & Leo Guerin
Sharon Davendonis
Sunday, January 14
9:00 AM Mass
Armand Rousseau

Monday, January 15
NO MASS
OFFICE CLOSED
Wednesday, January 17
8:30 AM Mass
St. Patrick’s
Friday, January 19
12 Noon Mass
“For Our Parish”
Saturday, January 20
4:00 PM Mass
Barbara Maleady
Vern Weeden
Sunday, January 21
9:00 AM Mass
Fred Bouplon
Joan Rogers

PARISH MEETING
Sunday, January 21, 2018
10:00 AM, at the church
We have had a few weeks to process the information we heard during the meetings held on November
11th and 12th regarding our parish. Now it is time to meet again and share what we heard and how we felt
after those meetings.
This conversation will continue to help crystalize our parish vision. Continue to consider the following
questions:

•

•
•
•
•
•
•

What is the justice in spending large amounts of money when there are other humanitarian needs in
our community and the world?
What is our greatest debt to our tradition and to future generations?
Are the People of God the Church? Is a building? Both? How?
Should our worship space be renewed to encourage more active participation at Mass?
How do we become more engaged disciples of Christ?
How do we honestly, realistically face population changes, fewer Catholics, fewer priests, dwindling
resources, and the busyness of parishioners?

How can we become a self-supporting parish? Please come and take a packet that shows our financial status and projections. (available at our office)
– Proverbs 15:22 “Without counsel plans fail, but with many advisers they succeed.”

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PRAYER
All praise to you Creating God for the gift of your word who resounds deep within us all. At the very beginning, you spoke and chaos gave birth to all that lives and breathes. In the fullness of time your Word
became flesh in the womb of Mary, the image of your church. Your Word called the first disciples of Jesus
to holiness of heart, unity in service, and selflessness in love. We thank you for all the women and men,
enthused with faith, who built a home for us in Hoosick Falls. And now we ask you for Holy Wisdom as we
seek to rebuild our community on the foundation of Christ. With Mary, and all the saints, we are a sacrament of hope. May we be so for ages to come. Amen.
HELP FOR THE HOMELESS AND FELLOW TRAVELLERS
As people pass through and need help, we are putting together “containers of compassion.” Items needed: granola bars, fruit roll ups, individual juice boxes, trail mix, and personal hygiene items. They can be
brought to church. Thank you.
CHANGE FOR THE GOOD
We have a change collection box at the entrance of our church. Spare change can be dropped off any
time. These donations will be used to support good charities that serve our people. This is a place where
all jingling contributions are welcome.

STONE SOUP GROUP
The Stone Soup story teaches us that if we each give a little, if we share what we have, we can achieve a lot. With colder days and longer nights, let us
share and give a little by making an extra pot of soup. We can share with the Food Pantry, residents at Wood Bridge, and Wood Park apartments. You
decide on the amount of soup, as few as 10 bowls, or as many as 30 or more. How can you take part?

•
•
•
•

Sign up at church - there will be a signup sheet on a table at the entrance of the church and Beth Ferrannini will be scheduling people before and
after 9:00AM mass on Sundays. Or
Call Beth Ferrannini at 518-686-4728 or call/text at 518-207-7727 and arrange for the day most convenient for you.
Soup containers will be provided.

For your convenience, you may leave your soup at the Rectory and delivery will be arranged, or you can deliver yourself.
Call Beth Ferrannini if you have any questions. Please no spicy or cream based soup. If you have not read the Stone Soup folktale, it is worth reading.
— Philippians 2:4 “Do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.”
WARMING WINTER WINES TESTING PARTY
Monday, January 29, 2018, 6 PM at the Rectory
We will share some wines appropriate to the season and even have some witty conversation. Please bring a small snack to share.

ST. MARY’S ACADEMY
4 PARSONS AVENUE, HOOSICK FALLS, NY
PHONE: (518) 686-4314, FAX: (518) 686-5957
Principal, Mrs. Amanda Goyer
Mrs. Mary Beth Smith, Secretary
St. Mary's Academy is the parish school of the Immaculate Conception Faith Community. Founded in 1891, St. Mary's Academy
provides education for students beginning in Pre-Kindergarten and continuing through Grade 8.

CLASS THIS WEEKEND
SUNDAY, JANUARY 14th
Next class January 21st

Dear Friends of SMA,
It has been a great first full week back here at SMA. January’s fruit of
the spirit is Peace. Many of our classes this week have been talking
about Martin Luther King Jr and his message of peace.

All classes are at St. Mary’s Academy.
Class assistants are needed. Yes, you can help make a difference in a
child’s life….contact Deb Kapron, Deb Mahar, or our parish office today.

We are planning two open houses during Catholic Schools Week. One
during our learning fair on Tuesday, January 30th from 6pm-7pm. The
other will be on Saturday, February 3rd beginning at 10am. More information will be found in next week’s bulletin.
Students were asked to write about what makes SMA special to celebrate Catholic Schools Week. Below, you will find a writing from 4th
grader Norman White about what he thinks makes SMA special.
As always, I encourage you to stop by and visit your parish school.
With many blessings,
-Mrs. Amanda Goyer-

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR
GIRL SCOUT SILVER AWARD RECEIPIENTS!
We are so very proud of each and everyone of them:
Aleah Stowell
Payton Zedalis
LUNAR ECLIPSE PARTY
Wednesday, January 24, 2018
6:45 AM at St. Mary’s Cemetery
Watch the setting full moon
eclipsed by our shadow.
Bring coffee/hot chocolate and muffins.

Caroline Still
Rosabell Plush
Their work at our Food Pantry
and
Community Garden was exemplary.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

DO YOU KNOW?
Do you know that there is a Parish meeting on January 21st after the 9 AM mass?
Do you know that the space where the choir, altar, and sanctuary is located is actually an addition to the original church building? (Added on in
the 1880’s to the original 1870 church)
Do you know that 71% of the population in the Town of Hoosick is Roman Catholic?
Do you know that more than 500 families are registered as parishioners of Immaculate Conception Church ?
Do you know the total attendance at weekly mass averages about 150 people per mass?
Do you know that ICC loses close to 4% of our parishioners each year due to parishioners passing away or relocating?
Do you know that the church can fit up to 400 people?
Do you know that the church has housed people and families to keep them out of the cold?
Do you know that a group of students stayed in our church last Spring?
Do you know that ICC parishioners not only assist the Hoosick Area Church Association (HACA) each week, but also with the Thanksgiving and
Christmas baskets?
Do you know that St. Mary's Academy is our parish school?
Do you know that Faith Formation students and St. Mary's students visit local nursing and assisted living facilities?
Do you know that 30 home bound parishioners share our Eucharist through monthly and weekly visits?
Do you know that ICC has parishioners who make soup for the food pantry as part of the Stone Soup Group?
Do you know that ICC has volunteers who decorate the church for each season?
Do you know that ICC has volunteers who clean the church, teach Faith Formation, and sing in the choir?
Do you know that volunteers are always welcome?
Do you know that the Albany Diocese supports ICC and St. Mary's Academy? The Dioceses has supported our mission by paying over
$900,000.00 of bills we could not pay.
Do you know that ICC is open to everyone?
Do you know the person who sits next to you?
Do you know someone who would like to be part of this community?
Do you know everyone is welcomed with open arms?
Do you know you can invite someone to attend mass?

OUR GATHERING FOR EUCHARIST
The winter portion of Ordinary Time is bus a few weeks. We may thinK
that this time is ordinary in the sense of “run of the mill.” However, the
term ordinary derives from the word “ordinal,” or numbered, as the
Sundays in Ordinary time are numerically ordered. The time between
the close of Christmas Time with the Baptism of the Lord and Ash
Wednesday’s introduction to Lent does not have to be fallow; it can be
a time in which our faith can flourish and grow, “greening” in the spirit
of this season’s liturgical color. Perhaps one of the great opportunities
of Ordinary Time —whether in winter or summer —is to make our discipleship visible not only through our words but also through our
deeds. In this way, Ordinary Time becomes anything but ordinary.

SCRIPTURE INSIGHTS
Christmas Time ended with the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord on
Monday, January 8, and now we enter “Ordinary Time,” a time to reflect on the life of Jesus and commit ourselves to following him. Appropriately, then, the theme of today’s Scripture readings is God’s invitation and our response.
The First Reading tells the story of young Samuel who was serving in
the Israelite sanctuary in Shiloh under the priest, Eli. During the night
Samuel was sleeping in the temple when he heard someone call,
“Samuel!” He ran to Eli saying, “Here I am,” but Eli had not called him.
Three times Samuel heard the voice, until Eli realized that God was
calling his servant. He instructed Samuel to respond, “Speak, Lord, for
your servant is listening.” From that time, we are told, God was with
Samuel, making all of his words effective.
Today’s Gospel invites us to reflect on another calling—that of Jesus’
disciples. In this call story it is John the Baptist who helps two of his
own disciples recognize the Lord. When they go to Jesus, he initiates
the encounter by asking, “What are you looking for?” —a key question
for any seeker. Their response—”Where are you staying?” —has profound implications. The Greek word menein means “to remain” or “ to
stay with,” and in John’s Gospel it also describes the divine dwelling
within a person, like the relationship that Jesus has with the Father.
The seeking and finding theme is also important here. Like those who
seek Lady Wisdom in the Old Testament books of Wisdom and Proverbs, those who seek Jesus will find him and become one with him as
his is one with the Father.
 Why was Samuel so slow in recognizing the voice that was calling
him? How was he helped to understand?
 How might Paul’s words, “Whoever is joined to the Lord becomes
one spirit with him”, relates to today’s theme of invitation and
response?
 Reflect on your own call to discipleship with Jesus. In what ways
do you feel you are abiding with Christ?

Immaculate Conception Parish
January 13 & January 14, 2018
This Week: January 13 & January 14, 2018
Lay Ministers: Team #2
Counters: Terry Hewson & Heather Hassett
Next Week: January 20 & January 21, 2018
Lay Ministers: Team #3
Counters: Gina Harrison & Linda Bennett
(It is your responsibility to find a substitute if you are unable to
serve.)
YOUR SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS & ATTENDANCE
YOUR SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS January 6 & 7:
Offertory……………………………..……..$2,782.00
SMA……………………………………………$325.00
Monthly E-Collection……………..……$1,135.00
Candles...…………………….………………$27.00
Total: $ 4,269.00
ATTENDANCE January 6 & 7:
4 PM……...115

9 AM……. 170

Total: 285

Holy Communion...Please be sure to let one of the greeters know if you
are unable to approach the altar. The usher will then make arrangements for Communion to be brought to your pew.
We ask for your prayers for the following:
Linda Bump, Ken Burns, Neil Waytkus, Pat Finzer, Mary McCaffery,
Chick Thurber, Luka Vincent Raziano, Robert Sargood, Scott Williams,
Marie Godfrey, Mary Carter, Sandy Freeman, Kari Bornt, Diane Grogan,
Corinne Philpott, David Martin, Rosemary O’Malley, Mary Slingerland,
Cheryl Kresky, William Plisko, and Jim Baker. Those who have been on
the list for quite some time will still be prayed for, but will not appear in
the bulletin. If you are in need of prayer for yourself or someone you
know, please call: Margaret O’Malley at 686-7835.
ELECTRONIC GIVING
Our automatic withdrawal system is working well. This may be an easy
way for you to support our parish. Please contact our office for more
information.





Wednesday mornings at 10 AM: Bulletin proofreaders.
Call the office.
Sunday morning: Collection counters. Call the office.
Lectors (readers) at Mass: See Mary Merriam, Gloria Shufon,
or call the office. 686-5064

Advertiser of the Week …

Barber & Fricke

Automotive Inc.
Gordon E. Fricke
Complete Auto Care Center
Sales · Service · Towing
(518) 686-4575 · (518) 686-7745
129 Church St · Hoosick Falls, NY

