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IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH
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Edward Scharfenberger
Bishop Emeritus: Howard Hubbard
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Website: www. icchoosickfalls.com
Facebook page: Immaculate Conception Hoosick Falls
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tomzelker@gmail.com
Office Secretary: Tina Becker
Immaculate Conception Mass Schedule
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Reconciliation: Saturday at 3 PM
Trustees: Elizabeth Ferrannini & Ed Gorman
Finance Council:
Krissy Fauler, Dave Stagnitti & Mike Sanders
Pastoral Council Members
Virginia Cuddihy, Mike Brewster,
Jerry D’Acchille, Rick Ferrannini,
Karen Kaufman, JoAnn Shea and the two Trustees
Music Ministry: Richard Cherry
Worship & Environment: Marie Slattery
WE PRAY LENT
We follow the Cross of Jesus, built from the very foundation beams of our Church, as we begin our Lenten liturgies of conversion. Purples signify our yearnings for a change of heart, becoming Christ’s People of reconciling love. Pussy willows remind us of a new springtime of faith. Our bells are stilled; one water font gathers us as one people of the Creed. In the name of God we are assured of boundless mercy as we sing the ancient Greek of our early Church: “Kyrie eleison, Christe eleison, Kyrie eleison.” We listen intently to the
living Word of God. Our response to the Hebrew Scriptures is Psalm 80: “Save us, O Lord; carry us back. Rouse your power and come.
Rescue your people; show us your face. Bring us back.” Our Gospel Alleluia is silenced until its joyful strains return at Easter. We gather around the Lord’s Table as our lives are transformed into the Body and Blood of Christ. We sing this mystery: “We proclaim your
Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection until you come again.” Our Communion unites us as a sacred people of mission. We remember that “We are called, we are chosen. We are Christ for one another. We are harvest and hunger. We are question and creed.
We are promised into tomorrow.” We are sent out in reflective silence, filled with faith, awe, and love as People of the Cross, Disciples
of Christ.

4th Sunday of Lent

March 11, 2018

Please bring any type of the following items:
tuna fish, canned fruit, canned goods, cookie/cake mixes or toiletry items to our
donation box in church. There is always a need for old bags to be reused.
Food Pantry Volunteers … We are looking for volunteers at the Food Pantry
to help. If you are interested, please call Dianne Hosterman at 686-5310.

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday, March 10
4:00 PM Mass
Jennifer Bakaitis

RESPECT LIFE
The passion of our Lord guides us, through him we are given courage and strength. We are called to become his disciples, to serve him. It is through his sacrifice that we have been granted life eternal. Let our
hearts be filled with his love; to shine it upon his world. We must share the love he has for us with each
other. Look beyond our differences, forgive one another. Let us truly respect this gift. The gift of life.
CHANGE FOR THE GOOD
We have a change collection box at the entrance of our church. Spare change can be dropped off any
time. These donations will be used to support good charities that serve our people. This is a place where
all jingling contributions are welcome.

Sunday, March 11
9:00 AM Mass
Patricia Cherry
Johnny Bashaw
Monday, March 12
12 Noon Mass
“For Peace in the World”
Wednesday, March 14
8:30 AM Mass
St. Patrick’s
12:00 Noon
Ecumenical Prayer Service and Lunch
at the Hoosick Falls Baptist Church
Hosted by
Cornerstone Church
Friday, March 16
12 Noon Mass
“Remembering Our Immigrant Families”

DO WE NEED TO CHANGE?
Since the massacre in Parkland, Florida when 17 of our children and teachers were gunned down, combined
with the wars in Syria, Nigeria, Afghanistan as well as worldwide terror threats and
in the midst of our political rhetoric, angered speech, and lack of mutual respect I
thought I could easily succumb to normal apathy and numbness. But the brave
kids of Florida inspired me to do something. Our parish and school have joined
more than 1,600 schools across the United States and 47 schools in the Capital
District as well as the Episcopal and Presbyterian Churches of Hoosick Falls to
“Become an ally” and stand up together as part of the “No Place for Hate” movement. Today, it is more important than ever to rebuild our culture of respect and
commit to standing in solidarity against bias, bullying, xenophobia, prejudice,
hatred, and killing. The love of Christ compels me and people of faith to do something. What we do makes all the difference in the world. “Hate has No Home
Here” posters for your residence/business are available at SMA, our office, or
church.
HOME TO ROOST
The first flock of Turkey Vultures came home and circled above Hoosick Falls on
Thursday, March 1st (as seen by our panel of judges.) Congratulations to Louise
Ciuk for picking the correct date. She wins a cuddly plush buzzard. The $43.00
collected will help buy bat, bluebird, and wren houses for our area. So keep enjoying our birds.
BADMINTON FOR SENIORS OVER 55

Saturday, March 17
4:00 PM Mass
Ronald MacNeil
Blanche McAuliffe
Mary Jane Harrington
James & Catherine Monahan
Sunday, March 18
9:00 AM Mass
Terri Galvin
Patricia Cherry
Ray Vogler

SANCTUARY LAMP
3/11/18 - 3/17/18
In honor of the Risen Christ
we remember:
Jennifer & Michael Bakaitis

Meet every Thursday from 10AM to 12PM
At the Town of Hoosick Community Center
Must be a member, $25.00 a person to join.
Bring clean footwear.
For more information see Art Hyde
or meet at the Town of Hoosick Community Center on Thursday at 10AM.
NEW HORIZONS OF FAITH: BEATITUDES OF CHRISTIAN LIVING

Nobel Peace Prize Nominee Fr. John Dear in Rutland VT
Come see John Dear at this stop on a national book tour for They Will Inherit the Earth: Peace and Nonviolence in a Time of Climate Change.
Father John Dear connects the way of active nonviolence with solidarity with Creation, and shows how
our global epidemic of violence and war could only lead to catastrophic climate change. Thomas Merton
said “meekness” was the biblical word for “nonviolence”, so Dear reflects how Jesus practiced nonviolence and lived at one with creation, and how we need to do the same.
Tuesday, March 20th at 7:00 pm at the Grace Church in Rutland, VT.
www.paceebene.org/event/john-dear-book-tour-rutland-vt/

ST. MARY’S ACADEMY
4 PARSONS AVENUE, HOOSICK FALLS, NY
PHONE: (518) 686-4314, FAX: (518) 686-5957
Principal, Mrs. Amanda Goyer
Mrs. Mary Beth Smith, Secretary
St. Mary's Academy is the parish school of the Immaculate Conception Faith Community. Founded in 1891, St. Mary's Academy
provides education for students beginning in Pre-Kindergarten and continuing through Grade 8.

CLASS TODAY March 11th

Dear Friends of SMA,

Next Class March 18th
All classes are at St. Mary’s Academy.
Class assistants are needed. Yes, you can help make a
difference in a child’s life….contact Deb Kapron, Deb
Mahar, or our parish office today.

This month’s fruit of the spirit is Patience. We at SMA are learning
about patience as we prepare ourselves for Jesus’s death and resurrection at Easter.
This weekend our Odyssey of the Mind team will be competing in the
regional tournament at Rensselaer Central School District. Odyssey of
the Mind is a program which encourages students to “think outside the
box” to come up with creative solutions to a problem. This year, the
team has chosen the problem “A Stellar Hangout.” This problem asks
students to create a science fiction hangout which includes original
creatures, foods, and a search for space treasure. The students are
using pool noodles as the backdrop to their humorous performance.
We wish our team good luck in their competition.

WE CELEBRATE CONFIRMATION
God’s Life-giving Spirit who engages us to be Church.
Thursday, May 17, 2018 at 6:30 PM Bishop Howard Hubbard will lead
us in prayer; our dinner will be held at St. Mary’s Hall. Our required
retreat for all candidates will be Sunday, March 18th, beginning at
10:15 AM at Wood Park Community Room. We expect parents to join
in our discussion of life, death, God, hope, joy, and community.

SMA will be marching in the Hoosick Falls St. Patrick’s Day parade on
March 17th.
Mark your calendars for Tuesday, March 20th at 6:00pm for SMA’s state
of the schools’ address. This presentation is open to all. Come and see
the great things we have in store for the future of SMA!
Our Spring auction will be on Saturday, April 14th. We are looking for
some auction items (both for our live and silent auction). Please call
Mrs. Smith at 518-686-4314 if you would be willing to donate.
Please see the following information from the Catholic Schools Office:
The Catholic School Office of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Albany,
serving over 5,000 students in 22 schools PreK-12th grades is seeking
candidates for the following positions: Elementary and Secondary
Teachers (All Content Areas), School Principals (Elementary & Secondary), Director of Prevention Services, Associate Superintendent of
Schools. Email resume to: bridget.frament@rcda.org Questions? Contact: (518)453-6602 - www.HigherPoweredLearning.org
You’re Invited to the BEACON OF HOPE BALL - MARCH 24TH
2018 / 6:00PM at the Peter D. Kiernan Plaza. 575 Broadway Albany. All
proceeds will directly sponsor students’ education at Diocese of Albany
Catholic Schools. RSVP or donate online at rcda.thankyou4caring.org/
bohball If interested in becoming a major sponsor or to donate an auction item, please contact the Catholic School Office @ 518-4536602 or www.higherpoweredlearning.org
As always, I encourage you to stop by and visit your parish school.
With many blessings,
-Mrs. Amanda Goyer-

The SMA Odyssey Kids

LENTEN CHALLENGE OF THE DAY:
Write a letter to someone who has changed your life.
Thank them for the good influence they have been on you
and
pray for them throughout the day.
WHY DO WE HAVE EASTER EGGS?
What do Easter Eggs have to do with Christ rising from the dead? The
practice of blessing Easter eggs actually came from the practice of giving up dairy products during Lent. Since you couldn't have eggs during
Lent, they became part of the Easter morning tradition.

MARCH 22, 2018 5-8 PM AT THE ARMORY
SPONSORED BY THE ARTS DEPARTMENT
OF HOOSICK FALLS JR/SR HIGH SCHOOL
Soups prepared by local chefs are served with bread and other refreshments. Guests take their bowls home to serve as a reminder that
there are always empty bowls in our community.

2018




This traditional event raises money for the HACA Food Pantry. With
each $10.00 ticket you will receive:

 Your choice of one handcrafted bowl from hundreds crafted by
local students.

 Two servings of delicious soup from a wide selection donated by
HFCS, St. Mary’s and Hoosac School.

 The great feeling of knowing you helped better your community
with your purchase





ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE
Saturday, March 17th at 12:00PM
St. Mary’s Academy is sponsoring a float.
All are welcome to join us in the fun.

ADAPT
Help support safe activities for the Class of 2019’s After Prom Events.
Please join ADAPT
at the
Town of Hoosick Community Center
115 Church Street, Hoosick Falls
After the St. Patrick’s Day Parade
March 17th from 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM
For fun, kid safe activities!
Bouncy house, kid friendly games, activities, prizes and MORE!!
Food and baked goods.
Dodgeball Tournament for grades 7–12.
Come join the fun.
Thank you for your support!
ADAPT BASKET BINGO






Reconciliation Service - Monday, March 19th at 6:30 PM at St.
Patrick’s Church, Cambridge.
Ecumenical Gathering: Understanding the Greek and Russian Orthodox Churches. Wednesday, March 14th at 6:30 PM at the First
United Presbyterian Church. A simple soup dinner followed by a
discussion led by Fr. David Mickiewicz, pastor of St. Mary’s Roman
Catholic Church, Oneonta. Fr. David, a native of Watervliet, and a
priest of our Diocese for 30 years, is a great speaker and an expert
in the Orthodox Church. This will be a very interesting evening.
Sponsored by ICC and our Presbyterian sisters and brothers.
“The Little Black Book” is available offering 6 minute daily reflections on the Passion according to Mark.
Stations of the Cross booklets are available for your prayer in
church.
Wednesday Noontime Ecumenical Prayer and Lunch at the Hoosick Falls Baptist Church. We gather together for reflection on
Matthew’s Gospel: “come you have my Father’s blessing...
whatsoever, you do to my sisters and brothers…” We come together as disciples of Jesus, fellow Christians, and share God’s
Word and share soup and sandwich.
Always Open. Our church is open and lighted 24 hours a day for
quiet prayer, meditation, adoration, heart walks, and rest. In the
name of Christ, all are welcome.
Rice Bowls - We support the ministry of our church in caring for
people locally and around the world. Catholic Relief Services provides food for families, seeds for farmers, and emergency kits for
refugees.
Best Ever Lent - Don’t’ Give Up Chocolate for Lent. We are invited
to join with the faithful all over our country for BEST LENT EVER, a
free Email program from Dynamic Catholic. Lent comes every
year. It’s meant to be a time when we invite God to help us become the-best-version-of-ourselves. But for many of us, Lent isn't
a transformative experience. It’s just a time when we give up
chocolate or something else we enjoy, then go back to it at Easter.
This year, you can change that with BEST LENT EVER. You’ll receive daily Emails with short inspirational videos, practical tips for
your everyday life, and real-life stories to encourage you in your
journey. All you have to do is sign up at DynamicCatholic.com/
BestLent.

Thursday, March 15th
at St. Mary’s Academy, Hoosick Falls, NY
Doors open at 5:30 PM—Bingo begins at 6:30 PM
50/50, Door Prizes, Lottery Tree, Food and Baked Goods.
Tickets $10.00
Tickets can be purchased at the Falls Diner,
from Tina Becker at the rectory, or at the door.

HOLY WEEK SIGN UP
Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Vigil, Easter Sunday:
We need you — readers, ministers of Communion, singers, altar
servers, foot washers — please sign up at church or our office.

Immaculate Conception Parish
March 10 & March 11, 2018
This Week: March 10 & March 11, 2018
Lay Ministers: Team #2
Counters: Terry Hewson & Heather Hassett
Next Week: March 17 & March 18, 2018
Lay Ministers: Team #3
Counters: Linda Bennett & Mike Bailey
(It is your responsibility to find a substitute if you are unable to
serve.)

YOUR SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS & ATTENDANCE

YOUR SACRIFICIAL OFFERINGS March 3 & 4:
Offertory……………………………..……..$4,014.00
SMA………………...…………………………$455.00
Fuel……………...……………………………$295.00
Candles...…………………….………………$40.00
Monthly E-Collection…………$1,145.00
Total: $ 5,949.00
ATTENDANCE March 3 & 4:
4 PM……...103

9 AM……. 241

Total: 344

We ask for your prayers for the following:
Neil Waytkus, Pat Finzer, Mary McCaffery, Chick Thurber, Robert Sargood, Scott Williams, Marie Godfrey, Mary Carter, Corinne Philpott,
David Martin, Rosemary O’Malley, Cheryl Kresky, Jim Baker, Judy
Quackenbush, Beverly James, Winnie Restino and Frank Marmillo.
Those who have been on the list for quite some time will still be prayed
for, but will not appear in the bulletin. If you are in need of prayer for
yourself or someone you know, please call: Margaret O’Malley at 6867835.
ELECTRONIC GIVING
Our automatic withdrawal system is working well. This may be an easy
way for you to support our parish. Please contact our office for more
information.





Wednesday mornings at 10 AM: Bulletin proofreaders.
Call the office.
Sunday morning: Collection counters. Call the office.
Lectors (readers) at Mass: See Mary Merriam, Gloria Shufon,
or call the office. 686-5064

Advertiser of the Week …

BROOKDALE

Fillmore Pond
Senior Living Solutions
802-447-7000
www.Brookdale.com
Independent living cottages & apartments,
assisted living and memory care

